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Department of Jurtict, 
Atten. Mr. 0. Ugar Hoot or, 

waahi^on, D . c. fill '"1F0RMATI0N CONTAINED 

;1N IS UNCLASSIFIED, 

Deer Mr. fioorer t E^l^W^^^ 

The appeaded article eats printed ia the^JBew Yo rk tta eo leave ef ft* 
September 22, 1940 end If bated en preran facta , should be of vital iaportanee to < 
War Department u well, ae to that ef ether natioaa mam ceatrollca oy iaeane dictate) 

If 9 ai the anther stateofthe teleforce hat oeen perfected by Ulula^eala»i 
wculd be a measure of feresig^ntedncss te lacur* hie constant guarding a^iact hie hi 
molested ^pooeibly kidnapped and tortured, by alien, eaeoiea for the purpose ef eeixii 
the secret ef each an invaluable inetri—it ef aar and/er defense 



The foregoing io offered Just in ease the article and ite inferences have no 
bcea called tc your at teat ion. 
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"Death Ray" for Planes 

Nikola ^TMlft, ob« of the truly 
great lnv In tor* who celebrated hit 
eighty-foftth birthday on July 10, 
telli the] writer that be standi 
rsady to'tdtvulge to the United 
States Government the iicrtt of his 
"teleforce," with which, he said, 
airplane motors would ba melted at 
a distance of 350 miles, so that an 
invisible Chinese Wall of Defense 
would be built around the country 
against any attempted attack by an 
enemy air force, no matter bow 
large. 

This "tele force," he said, li based 

on an entirely new principle of 
physics that "no on* has aver 
dreamed about," different from the 
principle embodied in his inventions 
relating to the transmission of elec- 
trical powsr from a distance, for 
which h* has received a number of 
basfo patents. This new type of 
force, Mr. Tesla aaid, would oper- 
ate through a beam one one-hun- 
dred-millionth of a square oentl- 
meter In diameter, and could be 
generated from a special plant that 
would coat do more than $2,000,000 
and would take only about three 
months to construct. 

A dozen such plants, located at 
strategic points along the coast, ac- 
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be 
enough to defend tfca country 
against all possible aerial attack. 
The beam wonld melt any engine, 
whether Diesel or gasoline-driven, 
and would also ignite the explosives 
aboard any bomber. No possible 
defense against it could be devised, 
he asserts, as the beam wpnV be 
all-penetrating. 

High Vacuum 1fll"H"«*+fl 

The beam, he etates. . . 

Dew inventions, two of which al 
ready have been tested. Ohe of 
these Is a mefbod and apparatus 



•itolsafinf^&T 

i vaeana)n;^ Mooctd 

praoats for producing "vary 
■t electrical force"; the tttird 
a matfesjd for amplifying this 
ana tfct fourth is % new 
ttbbd for producing "a tremen- 
dous eleetrloal repelling force." 
This would be the projector, or 
gun, of the system. The voltage 
for propelling the beam to Its objec- 
tive, according to the Inventor, 
will attain a potential of 50,000,000 
volts. { 
With this enormous voltage, he 
Liq, microscopic electrical parti- 
cles of matter will be catapulted on 
their nil salon of defensive destruc- 
tion. He has been working on this 
invention, he added, for many years 
and has recently made a number of 
improvements In It. 

Mr. Tesla makes ons Important 11 
stipulation. Should the government 
decide to take up his offer he would 
go to work at once, but they would 
have to trust him. He would suf- 
fer "no Interference from expert*." 

In ordinary times such a condi- 
tion would very likely Interpose an 
insuperable obstacle. But times be- 
ing what they are, and with the 
nation getting ready to spend bil- 
lions for actional defense, at the 
same time taking In consideration 
the reputation of Mr. Tesla as an 
Inventor who always was many 
yean ahead of his time, the ques- 
tion arise* whether It may not be 
advisable to take Mr. Tesla at his 
word and commission him to go 
ahead with the construction of his 
telefbrce plant. 

iuch a Device "Invaluable" 
After all, $2,000,000 would be rela- 
tively a very small sum compared 
with what is at stake. If Mr. Tesla 
really fulfills his promise the re- 
sult achieved would be truly stag- 
gering. Not only would It save bil- 
lions now planned for air defense, 
by making th» country absolutely 
impregnable against any air attack, 
but It would also save many more 
billions in property that would 
otherwise bt surely destroyed no 
matter how strong the defenses are 
as witness current events In Eng- 
land. 

Take, for example, the Panama 
Canal. No matter how strong the 
defenses, a suicide squadron of dive 
bombers, according to some ex- 
perts, might succeed In getting 
through and cause such damage 
that would make the Canal un- 
usable, In which ease our Navy 
might find Itself bottled up. 

Considering the probabilities in 
& * vw if <*™c*e were 
100,000 to 1 against Mr. Tesla the 
oddt would still be largely in favor 
?IJ5 J ?i5 f a cb * n « on spending 
$3,000,000. in the opinion of the 
writer, who has known Mr. Tesla 
for many years and can testify that 

usuaiiea |*f rti1 ' full Intellectual 

M >J3for, the authorities in charge of 
. involves fouT HrwHig the national defense should 



at once look Into the matter. The 
aum is insignificant compared with 
the magnitude of the aja**, 
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with it* 



Isor eoarteey ea4 interest %m 

this information to my attention are indeed 
appreciated, and you nay ba assured your letter 
will recelTe appropriate consideration. 

•taamly 



John Mgar leerer 



■r. ei*aa _ 
Mr. «. A. TM. 
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UNSUBS EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND ,*£ SEARCH OF NIKOLA TEi 

CEASED, -mmm ESPIOMAfi£L^.H. RETEL /UNDER ABOVE READING TO XjfZ BUREAU 
FROM THIS OFFICErTATED JAN NINE LAST; INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA DIE 
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS 9WMK STATED IN 
REFERENCE TELETYPE, ON THE NIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, SAVA#*OSANOVICJJ, CEORC' 
*CLARK, AND KENNETHS VEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL flITY A ' REPRESENTATIVE 
OF SHAW WALKER CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA, 
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO V ALTER CORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY 
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT HE VENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A 
VILL OF TESLA, KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE 
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT 
YET KNOWN, AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEE2EY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A 
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVEl 
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEE2EY. 
KOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING EN- 
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO- 
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM Oft SAFE. THE 
SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION I§ 
NOW IN POSSESSION OIW KOSANOVICH. ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN 
NINE fkGORSUCH AND IMMK FTI2GERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO 
HOTEL AND SEI2ED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT tWO 
TRUCKLOANDS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO 
THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED 
AT THAT VMK TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY 
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN THERE SINi 
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO «WT BEEN SEALED AND 
ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTTCUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLi 
IS A US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS 
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY IS DOUBTFUL BUT HMK FEELS THAT NO OTHER 
AGENCY WILL BE A$LE,I0 GET mm TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS 
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PAGE TWO 

AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE 
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTONTO HIS CUS- 
TODY, TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, MMMHK ALLEGED BY INFORMANT 
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN 
A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS 

THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY 
PftP miro uiiMnorn nni t ado Aurn untn turr bti t tp pvn » /\«c-n tun 

APPE ARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL" 
Wmm* DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS 
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN RROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE- 
PORT HE WAS m**% VERY XCCENTRIC IF NOT NOV MENTALLY DERANGED DURING 
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE 
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT 
INVENTOR. THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE 
PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED 
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW 
QUOTE rOMHK PRESIDENT OF~EASTERN~AND* CENTRAL* PL 
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE, UNQUOTE. 
SWEE2EY IS A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO 
IS MHKX DESIROUS_OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULu 
LIKE TO OBTAIN CuNtkQL 0* HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED 
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSCFROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER 
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY. TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE 
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS 
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER 
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF ItI "iuGGEST THAT, 
IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH- 
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON mm COULD NOT BE REVIEWED W 
Wm EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL- 
OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED. 
FOXWORTH 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS. 
~^SLA, DECEASED. 



^ , EXPERIMENTS 

ESPIONAGE - K. NIKOLA T~qi A 

f'mtw^H 5 " IN TH = ^ECTPa^L FIELDf D^D 
~r-Tn - TKE HOTEL (C* YORKER, NEW YcV 

LIFtTIhi, CONDUCTED MANY r'f -RIK-NTS Ho'j'-"- 
TaAIiSKISSION OF ELECTRICAL PG^r A? 5 ' ^aT 

I£ ° EA ™ ™Y. ACCORDING TO I NFORMATI O^FUKNI SHE 
;HSiE SIX FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY TWr nnr-c \ 

«?""r™ E n R f »«™«"»* DESlGNs'oF 

vi I At, i /F THEM ARE AMONG TESLAS PERSONA! FTrrrTc a 

TAKEN TO P RESERVE THEN OR TO KEEP THEK FROM FA LLIN 

iSg'to NF f^ Y T0 TH£ WAH effort o? tSe ur 

L t s . PA!vlL ' a distant relative OF TESLA NAM-n 

; AS INTENSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING STFPS T 
THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMNTS AND PL*NS. SPANEL IKlll 



STRONi 



LIKELIHOOD 

/CD, 



THAT KOSAr.'OVI 




:;ELE. 

kLID 

^ne on*. 
;las 

(Y TU 

iPLl 
• l'RD-i 
WHO 
^SESSION OF 



TO THE ENEMY /^PA^V ADVIS^^ AVAI LAELE^TO 

THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALL V 
REQUESTED SPANEL TO LOSE NO TI'''~ 
THEM. ELOYCE FITZGERALD. AN*'"" 
CLOSE TO TESLA DUiUNG kl£'"^LI rr 
SEVENTH, NINETEEN 

CHARGE OF THE V US- 
SIX THREE MILTON 



MATTER, AND L02AD0 TOLD SPANEL 
INTERESTED IN THE EFFECTS OF TE-LA A^P 
IN DOING ALL HE COULD TO PRESEKV* 



ELECTRICAL ENGINEER WHO HAD EE EN QUITE 

JoKTY ffi^J^ SsV^-P" 1 " ™" ™ JANUARY 
EUM AND LABORATORY: FOR RCA, AMD 



A SAFE 
PAPERS, 



AND WITH 
WHICH TESLh 
INCLUDING "If" 



TY THREE, SAVA KOSANOVICH. GEORGE CLAHK VJHP Tq tm 
LABORATORY^ FOR RCA , ANDtInNETH SV EZEY OF ONF 
^^S|IS E T R A°N 0 CE V 0 ; F N Y > ™ ™ TE SLAS ROOMS TN THr Sew YORKER 

PERFECTED. ™ A - s ""SrO* OF ;; EL,CTRI CAL POWER HAD BEENJWMPLETED AN^,^ 

' 1/ JAN is m- 
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riTZSERAI.D ALSO KNOWS THATTESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND 
ARY TYPE OF TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE 
IT IS FIT2GERALDS BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS NOT 
TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME. FROM STATEM] 
GEARLD EY TESLA , HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS 
AND EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THIN 
THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA • HE ALSO KNOWS THAT 
MODEL OF TESLAS WHIC H COST MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND 
A SAFETY npiA DEPOSIT BOX BELONGING TO TESLJ 
CLINTON l*«Slt:: HOTEL, AND FIT2 GEARLD 

HAS TO DO WITH THE SO CALLEDE DEATH RAY OR THE WIR1 
ELECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FIT2GEARL1 
THAT HE HAS SOME «): EIGHTY 4Ht TRUNKS INDIFFEi 
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS 
EUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF 
EE TAKEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER BY THE NEW YORK FIE] 

FOXWORTH 



A REVCLUTION- 
THE NATIONS. 
AVAILABLE 
TO FIT2- 

CATIONS 
I0KE PLACE IN 
A WORKING 
> BUILD IN 
' GOVERNOR 
"HIS MODEL 
EMISSION OF 
CONVERSATIONS 

c CONTAINING 
:d BY HIM. 
ON SHOULD 
ON. 



CORRECTION- THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE TELETYPE THE NAME THAT SHOULD APPEAR 
rr g J TT TF fi 1?I n NOT FITZGERALD 40* AS IT SOMETIMES IS 
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January 1] , 1943 



MEMORANDUM FO 



RE: OTCTPWK St TC :JF 
EXF*J?.I?IPT3?S AT 
OF NIKOLA. _TES 





Mr. TolBon 

Mr. E.A. Tafmp 

Mr. Clegg„ 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 



Mr. Carson 

Mr. Coffey_ 
Mr. Hendoa_ 
Mr . Kramer_ 
Jfir . McGuire. 




inn Tami 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Neaie 

Mill Beahm 



Nikola Tesla, one of the world's outista. 
the electrical field, died at his residence in th 
York n Ati r , on January 7> 1943. In the course/of 
many experiments with respect to the transmission 
of radio and what is commonly celled the^ypea+ft. Ra; 
respect to the wireless trpr scission of electrical 
beer, coj plated anri perfected, aTd Tesla had also co 
revolutionary type of torpedo which ie not in use 
tirr.^. The specifications, explanations of the basi 
of Tesla's scientific endeavors are reported to be 
reported to have some BO trunks in different nlaces 
")?.&ns having to do with his exp^rin^nts *-s well as a working mnriel of on^ of 
his de^eloTx^rts i*i t-.e safety deposit box at the 0«T»nior Clinton Hotel. 



Mist Gandy 

New 

rceens 
fclvith 
fee have 

present 

l+z , M^MPy king; models 

ft eff^cte. ^esle is 
lining transcriuts Psd 




_ Inf orm^tinr. ooncernir r/Tesla ' s experimentffjfi 

t $&w York Office by A« NJ SpanelArd Bloycl FitzgeralW; 
*»::£ineer w ,- 0 had been o^ite close to Tesla. Eotn of t' 



>n reported to the 
*hc 'lattfcr an electrical 
these individuals h?ve 
indicated that r.o steps have been ta.<en to preserve Teslft'e records and models 
or to keep t-ier from Spiling into the hands of individuals sympathetic to the 
Axis DOv;erp. 



Tesla has a distant relative by the name of Savajtfosanovich, whom he 
irter.sely disliked. Kosanorich is reported to be taking steos to set possession 
of these important documents and plans, an3 Spanel believes there is a s+rong 
livelihood that Kosanovich will make such information available to the enemy. 
On January 7, 1945, Kosanovich, accompanied h-j 3eor ^eXciark, in charge of tre * 
Museum and Laboratory for RCA, and Kenneth Ewe zey of Vrooklyn, Rew York, entered 
Tesla's roonis at t'-:*> riotel New Yorker where, with the aid of a locksmith, tb^ 
broke into a safe in which Tesla kept some of ftfifjgfcfctf^l e napers, i*»cl adin^ 
important electricpl formulae, designs, et cetera, 4 *jbk3 ™" "> **i 2 fl 

INDEXED l£0^&*V_]_ T\ *L 
Vx* Spanel, in addition to r^portin^ there develo jnente ^ the Bureau, 
has also advised the headquarters of the military Intel li^e ice Division, a I.lr. 

Vorkin of the Department of Justice in uasbington, ft id|Dr. J^NLol0ol943e 
of the advisors to Vice President Wallace. Lozado a hrised Spanel tha+fr^he 
Government was vitally interested in the effects of. 'esla and. requaawt that 
Spanel loose no time in doing all he could tc piyser re-then 
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rtriioranduzi ^or the Director 



The >!ew York Office was instructed to dis 
with the State's A + torney in New Y'vk City with ths 
Kosanovich into custody <"*r a burglary charge and oh 
which Kosanovich is reported to hare taken from Tes 
out that any activities pursued by the State *s Atto 
e most secret fashion in order to avoid any public! 
inventions. The New York Office was also instructs 
Court in order that stops could be placed tgainst t 
hir hotel and any other Dointf:, ir particular, the 
hav» in order that no one mey enter t\en without a 
present and every precaution taken to preserve the se 
The Pew York Office is to keep the- Bureau advised of all 

Respectfully, 
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9therai Bureau of Inurstigattan 
finitcft &tatrs Bepartmrnt of Jnsttrp 
ttasbinQton, B. d. 

January 12, 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, LADV 



Mr. T o 1 s on 

Mr. E. A. Tan 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 




Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Kramer__ 

Mr . McGui re 

Mr. Harbo 



Mr . Quinn Tarn 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Nease 



Miss Beahm 




On Friday, January 8th, Mr. X. M, 0* SjuSth called me 
in connection with the death of Nikolg^fesla . He ad- 
vised me that h* was concerned about the possibil 
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks o % 
Tesla, who had died on January 7th, Be understood 
the War Department was interested in this matter and 
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian's office 
was thking some action* He desired to know whether the 
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla 
from taking the contents of his trunks and whether the 
Bureau would seise possession of the trunks. Mr, Smith 
indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian 
along the same lines. J told him that in view of the fact 
he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property 
Custodian's, office, there did not appear to be any action 
which the Bureau could or should take* 
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^ry/^rv^y yoy^ 
Sdw* A* Tanm 
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fEr»€H*i (JUKfcAi; OF INVESTIGATION 



April 3, 1950 




A! L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED/} ) 
DATE t*W wfyt*yl& 



baloagad to tfaa late Hikol^wl*. ' 

M * * I* 0 * "Mixtion of oar £Um, wa haw-been 
**la to AafenlM that tkla Soma aaa itfir Wn 
u had laaa iadiaatad to r»a f «f a a*? a* Br. Ta^Hi 



Tar/ a ta aa r i l y yavm, "~ - £ 




*W 7 I960 
60 



< APR 4 19b? j 
L comm . fa; j 




Visitor, FBI April 17, 1950 

SAC, Um Xork 




m»faal*t dated APH1 J loot. 

4* April 7, 1990 afant* of tfaU affioa laterrlaoad a>. JUT* fOTB, 
Viae Mldni of th* aenhattan ftarehooae an* Stoma* Oaepenj, Meant 
4 7th Arena*, Wm City, and at that tin* ft. IOTO adriood that th* 
tales af hi* nm Peajuired that all paraoa* *miain£ aaa*** to sood* etorod 
*/ Manhattan firat bad to nil eat an appropriate fane Mi tine farth their 
aaaea, date of Tiait, ad Mon for requesting aoeea* to tte joodB* 



In a reriow oi tbt fU* pertaining to th* atetag* of thi effect* of 
TOT U TK3U, aft* Pons invaaind that oiOgr on* rah Tiait lad boon aadn 07 
peraon* oatalde of th* —n^— out of Manhattan Btonac* itoelf . This 000 ^ 
aoeeasina took place on Jaanary * end 27, 1945, et ehtoh ti*e repreeentetlree ^ 

of th* Alien Property Custodian aade a through reriev of th* entire effect* 

of the H£U aatata. /v , ^ U |, ,, (t 

T»» TE5U effect* are stored la mass JJ aad SL of Manhattan Storage * 
anrehense at Sfcat Streat * 7th Arem*, aWlMc City. MR. MICHAEL OR}, nbo 2 
stated ha had been floor Saparriaor for approximate!/ 20 years an th* fW v 
la queetien, stated that ha oould resell only th* one occ&oelen is earl/ 1943 
n**r an exaaiaatlon ess aad* of tht TSSU effects* Ms atatod that at that 
tie* nasaroa* pftavtetTapbi vara taken by th* snanlnsrs. BU dssorlptlon of 
tht eq lipoent uaod nosld tend to shew that a nierofila seprod-ction «a* aad* 
•f aoa* of tht paper* of th* daooased aeleatlrt. MTu 130 added that oertral N 
of th* groqp Baking th* sxaalastloa vera D«8* Bar/ aaifexan, and oncing th* 
an© en/* roajdvad to eonplete th* nwasrt nation th* civilian aa*1*tanta Sa thi 
grenp vara identified to hi* only a* «mMKAL AUTOm TIBS*, asesrdlnc to Jit. 
KBO, ao other instance of sdcrofUaing of th* reeord* of the SSU aatate he* 
taken plaa* alaoa that tiaa. 

It ehould bo noted that the Bureau aaa laforned of the examination a*o- 
Uonod above by Vow ibrk latter (with attaoteanta) dated Ootobar 17, 1%5 9 
entitled acwen* SUBACTj sata K)ftAaDTXCRj Kxp«rije»aU a Reoearah af fUT>U 
SSU (CLeceaaed), Upiooac*-aU 



001 65-12290 



KIHjJX 
105-1391 



• 5 U U/ / 148 rn 2f ■• 
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Lattar to Diraoter, FBI 
IT 10^-1391 



IflU POTTS itatad that no Inquiry had baan raoaived tor Ihnhtttan fta» 
8A7A N. DSAJJOVICH, aor had Manhattan lnfonaad als, in any way, that an «x- 
agnation of tba DS3U affaota had baan aada by anyom* In fact, addad 
POTTS, tba only eorro pendens* ralating te tha SSXA. aatata haa baan in tha 
fom af billj for ataxaga. 

Hi. P0T15 atatad that any paraonal inqairaa ragarding tha aatata would 
of naoaasity ba diraotad to hi«, and to data no auoh inquiriaa bar* baan aada* 

Xntarriaving aganta axplalnad to MR. POTTS that tha axaal nation aada, 
aa aantloned abort, was not Inatlgatad by tha Bureau, «er had tha Buraaa taioan 
part In that axaalnation. 

ttolaaa adriaad to the oontrary, thia Inraatigation la baing plaoad in 
a eloaad atatua, and no furthar inraatigatira aation la oontaaplatod by thia 
of flea . CIOSED* 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Records 
Washington, D, C, 

Gentlemen: 



mm-* 6 G 




In a manner of Introduction, I Wish to state that I am wording 
toward a degree in Electrical Engineering at the Institute of 
Technology of the University of Minnesota. 

For several years, I have been engaged in a study of extensive 
corapass and detail concerning the researches a#d writings of 
the late, world renowned sclentiet, Dr. Nikola/Tesla. At con- 
siderable expense, I have acquired an extensive collection of 
materials relating to Dr. Tesla and his \*orks which include: 

1) Personal letters written by Tesla to his close friend. 

2) Numerous periodicals, some of which are to be found in 
only a few libraries throughout the United States. 

3) A few rare books which have now become "collector's 
items". 

4) A collection of iBeued patents. 

Although the items listed are considerable in number, the spe- 
cific information desired is lacking. 

As I understand it, because of the nature of Dr. Tesla' e role 
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent 
applications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation at the time of Dr. Tesla' e death in January of 
194*3. 

The purpose of this seizure, as described in numerous articles, 
was to determine whether these oaoers contained suggestions 
leading toward advancements in the field of science. 

/&0 
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Now it seems that sufficient time has elapsed for an inves- 
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Estate has been released 
by the department in charge, any records that can be made 
available for examination will be welcomed. 

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General, 
Director, 0: f ice of Allen Property, informed me that the Library 
of Congress listed Certain works, writings and research studies" 
prepared by the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed 
to the Library failed to bring results as the Library "has no 
files on the researches of Tesla". 

A similar result was obtained from the Bureau of Naval Research 
and the Department of Commerce. 

I am especially interested in the research work in which Tesla 
was engaged in his lt-ter years. There are various unpublished 
works, such as a 10-page typewritten statement presented in 
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his 
discoveries and giving a resume' of his work in the fields of 
gravity and cosmic ray research, etc. Also, Tesla prepared 
various papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Pierre 
Gutzman Prize from the Institute of France. My inquiry ie in 
effort to determine whether any of these documents, as well as 
others, are at this time available. 

I will greatly appreciate any information in regard to any 
records which you may have. 




^0 



} 
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ritfc r/feremee to your letter of 
Auguot 16, 1952, our filet dioclooo that 
thm of foe to of Mi kola fool* mro taken into 
euotody at thm tin* of hi* doath by the 
Offieo of Alton Property, and mot by thio 
Bureau . Conoequently, you may mioh to 
communicate furthor with that agency, which 
may bo addroooed ao follomo: (65-47953) 

Aooiotamt Attorney Go mo rod 
Rowland P m JTirko 

Director, Offieo of Alton Property 
United Stateo Department of Juotieo 
101 Indiana Ave nuo t M '• W+ /■ 
Waoktmgton 25, J7« C. 

Si mce rely your a, 



m cz 

o <r> 



t" Lfolkit Sdgar Bo over 
' YU Director 



c 



O 



t-Ti 



■ irtt 



AAAiLfcU 10 



cc - I - AooistdnS Ai%irnj04t t Aenerol (with copy of/ 
Rowland Zirke incon1%o) 
Director* *Offif of Alien Property 
United Statee Department of Justice 




Woohingtpn 25, Dm C m 

& 

\ \ MOTE: No reference Bureau files on corretponden 
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Office Nletnosandutn • united states government 

T 

DATE: ]fay 5, 1953 \ 



TO 



noM t 



fUBJBCT: 



I'R, A, H . BEL' 'CUT 
!.h , L . L. LAVCrULJ® 



I- , 




- i 



NIKOLA TESLA (Deceased) 
IIJFCK'Aij ON CONCEDING 



KlFOfMATIC:! CONTAINED a 



sii 

HiM ' 




^"^B^^J stated that he had been reading a book entitled^ 

\ u ThjTprodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla' by John J, 
O'Heill, whom ^HB^ described as a science writer f or a New 
r$rk newspaper (publisher - lues l.ashburn) . ^B^^noted in th 



Tfc newspaper (publisher - lues lashburn) • 
book that Bureau Acents went to Tesla's room 
on January 7, 1943, opened his safe, examined 
took over his pcrsona'l files* ^Hj^B 
S77 m flBM^HV stated that Tesl^is 




noted in this 
olTDwing his death 
his papers, and 
said this appeared on page 
the father of modern 



power engineering, beinc responsible for the invention of the 
A, C, generator, motor transmission, and other 
feats. He inquired (l) if the 
t'iu e d 



inquired {!) if 
ssc ssi on of the Bureau, 



electrical engineering 

dc vers and works of Tesla were in 



end (3) if so s were they available 



for r~vi~w in view of their scientific importance . 



I told 
taking Tesla' s file 
check on the natter. 




that the 
not seem 



very logical but that I would 



The Bureau's files 
of Tesla in his h&tel room, 
Sava Kosanovich^ a distant 
entered his room and opened 



reflect that shortly after the death 
in New York City on January 7, 1943, 
relative , and other • individuals 
the safe f examining certain materials 



(t) 



which he possessed. On January 8, 1943, Mr, L, U, C Smith of 
the Departs, ent advised Mr, Tamm that he was concerned about the 
possibility of eneviy agents confiscating some of the trunks of 
Tesla and apparently the Office of Alien Property Custodian was 
taking some action regarding these effectSm Since the matter wAs 
being handled by the Office of Alien Property Custodian, the B/bneau 
did not make any inquiries into this situation, (65-47953-6/ 

received a letter 



It is noted also that the 

dated April 16, 1945, .from 

^ " explaining that; ne was studying 

engmeerinq at the Milwaukee School of Engineering and 

Joo - a. A3 7- jtX, 

65-47.-53 



J - IfTi. Nichols 




was interested in the life and works of Tesla* I^B^p stated 

that he under stoc d at the time cf Tesla ' s death the Bureau 
took his manuscripts and experiment data for national security* 
• L he Bureau on April 22, 1948, advised flflHp that the effects of 
Tesla were handled b-j the Office of A^^r^roperty and not by the 
FBI ,(65-47953-18) 

I call ed HB^^^V^is morning and told him that it was 
the office of Alien Property and not the FBI which took over the 
effects of Tesla following his death* Accordingly, X suggested 
that flH^^IHF might wish to communicate with the offi ce of 
Alien^rroperzy for further in for mat , on concerning this matter. 

The book "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla'' 
is not in the Bureau Library . A copy is being obtained from 
the Library of Congress . It will be examined to determine 
specifically the reference made to the Bureau's taking these 
papers* At that time a determination can be made as to what 
further action should be taken. 



ADDENDIV ; LLLtmer 5-14-53 



ft 



Page 277 of the "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla," 
describing Tesla 1 s death, contains the following statement; 
"Operatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigation came and opened 
the safe in his room and took the papers it contained, to examine 
them for a reported important secret invention of possible use 
in the war* " 

Since this work was published in 1944, it is not felt 
that any particular purpose would be^ serv ed by raising an objection 
with the publishers at this time* i^|^P} the individual who raised 
the question, has been set straigh^ana, therefore, no further 
action is being taken * ^ Tj 
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<DAJJT FORM NO. 64 



Office M, tioran&mn 



i ; * \ TES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



'irect:r. Til 



SUBJECT: I 



DATE: r/]^'rL \ 

advised than he received t»o letted fr^m^^Mfei 00 ^^' Tork ' 
Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis. Minnesota nLotottaSS^EVT^f 6 ? 12531 
^-.ished the Bureau and •jHS^i.^ "Bjap!. or * lch •» 

nil, ^ ^' ™T stated that he «as an e-ssooiatefi^IxiA^BSU in 
hear of ar, of the r^es Mentioned l»OTSXi$ ItV* 9 *** «* * * er 



ir Mc ]X ' S 9 E3S3, 6ttted th£t quite a lit ot 1 



'S writings 
-ae of value 




rr^urt^cr actix-: i? t^er. ;v the IT.r. 



I* * 1 ' 






^4 



Ut.ind I. And.rion 

127 Scjrr.our Avif.u^ Southeast 
Minnc.ipolii 1-4, Minnesota 



February 3, 1954 



: '' r ' 0 l o , \ : e K. o c h 1 • f , Jr. 
iU> 5-; a cord Hoad 
•vstc.v-ater, "iOKK 

Dear Mr. 5 c her:' f ; 

: ?;/J : ' iI " e and work of Dr. Nike La Tesia. 
j£ CC ^«* I , haVV :, °' n,led ari fi -"^izatlor. in nu.ne and honor of 

assoc. _ M r. .es.a during Ms Lifetime, and witn ot-e-s who 
are in-^stod in Dr. Tesia and hie achieve -.ents fro* a" sci-n 
lc f ^fitorical standpoint. (See encased brochu-- ) I 

a..d tn nan. o: Oeor 5 e Scherff is a -.on,- tr.e.u. Therefore it 
is ay sincere nope t.nat you, j/" Sc — r-'T a^ 1 \» « t , 
as having been associated^^th Teslai ' yCr80n 1 Seek 

dears' , f^ 1 ^ ? ne work8 of Te3la f °r * nunbtr of 

^s^t - 4 Interested in elaborating upon nle 

travel v r ;:ri "' e:iSl0n radlant b ^ 3 ' Tnrou,, so,e 

-nH^n ; C ^ 0 " b 01 iiSift s correspondence and manuscri ats 
" nd - n * few c **e s octained a nu.^er of interest In,: : tenia 



so.-ne 
many 
ripts, 



there 
some 
.nd 



I hope ti.at you nay have soir Interest In tr.e vo-k w-in» i 
-ave Initiated on be^a.r of Dr ^sli 1 W " lc " 1 

to receive tr.e. a. 0. (> a..lz rt tion li you wisn 



Very truly yours, 



J 



Following the-: £? ■■■'ch of ^« m t - 

Mr. John J, oWl? ro^ ^ie^e ^Uo'l^"^ 7t J? ' J ^ ' ■ ^ 
presented the hio^.p^ w -auo. °* * nfc ^ - TrlLj-. 

?r.v Life or ; i-: : ,i tl X*- :1a 

tire f^id of eyerie*.! " 7 7." J"\7 , L 7* 7'- .-* : >' rS ' " - ^ 

of NiXola T&sla for- t^ -7.. 7*7' t;i - E **- '-i.;.''«.>.\> l-^-rr.f. c 

with which he has v & r> - v ~r-7- '77 'I .. - - . - '* ^ "~ 3 v,::;V: -^fi a v-L^ente 
those closeiv a- ' t_- - 7 .7777 7,'" x '' f.ti~lc c'./cl- G hvon 

covered a re -j,^;, r *^77 7,- '77 " 7 "V ° ; - - < ^ n; s . 

Tesla whose aenelbive":jv;-c f : ' ir v'" : ^ L ^^ i ;^' 7 : - r '- : *'-^ ■•:::^c 

. .... ... ... >t r.:& r.H.-:.- : :: a a.^-icw 



The TKSLa- Ji^^T'e^ - - - - , . . 

United State 3 in < -V " t .-..^.^V 7 V"77 ' 7^ ; 7r:.: ; * u . 

mutual interest in his lii^ ' ^ >c ^e^.*^;' ^ t -"' 6fc a 
objective the pror.ul, ^ • - • - <.77^. ' ^ w a " KF - * 1 Ji * ™-s £- its 
recognition be mac* ^777 c 7- 1 — . Vola >n;a: tr..t L rv , 

of currents of hl^h , 7 77 "'-7' ; vf >;o: :: -r. t:-^ rr f;cto 

ir.ents In the realms of !- Iv" "=7 V7 ' . 77' c 7 UTl '' — r -o:.:< v - 
It would be the duty . } - ' - * "" 7. . ; '7 "* V V" : Ll ~" n r " : ' - — --^:.C(.* ' - 

nane o; Te B la win in t- '17. = ': .\ l.W 0 ' : - •'• ' '.r^t 



nane or Tesla win in t;- 77.7 .7: 

great American for r.iz c-.-V 
country, 

A jouir.rii of i],£ t.-c-- 
ning th*? .lionth of *-cv,-->--- ~ '7'-^ 
hi storical interest "v' 7 ; ; T:, 

1) A forrn-r-.l ro-ver o*" * 1 -- - 

orGtHiz^tic- ei :ic c:. 7; 

''••'-"curn the v:--7.l~. : ■ " 



- - ' , . - » ..tin, 

^: \ ! \ : ^r: T Y\ z of a - . 



conc^rni;^ Tesla. wL'c 
collections or 7esl\r 
be of p*..rtic'. : :,,r i :"Jr" 

A presentation of .-. 
T&sla s technical r-'-^ 



-^-i .e aval Iko t 



Th- Jouj-nal of the T-.S • .•/-!„,■,, 
coming at intervals of ^ 7 °r£uii^zt.-\ or. v/li: - Jft r^-th- 

10 lss^s. ^nbersMo Tn - " 7 "J:' ' 9 , _7 J . b ^ v?^ : n -^^ ^ - CO for 
current with subscription to U^'j^n^ cr ^?^ic. ; 3 co;:- 



% 



Lctand I. Anderson 
127 Seymour Av<_nuc Southeast 
Minneapolis 14, 'Minnesota 



r cbruary 



-953 



Dear Mr. Scnerff, 

It was so very rewarding to receive your re jly co.ncorr.i n£ Dr. N'l> oi-i 
Tesla... I have Initiated an undertaking on be naif of Tes.a l<. cause 
I feel tnat in all ri h -ht and justice sonetr.!:^: s.-.cu' d oe done to 
perpetuate the name- or Tesia and see to it tnat n ar- : , cor.-.-s a 

part of tne heritage of this nation. A f ;re..t tnsk r.< r:.ans, but as 
time £oes on I uelleve the na.Tu- o: Tes.a wi_. ^-c - -.o-e e ' E -: 1 *^ can- 
in scientific developments. I hope t.nat \ ou mav have an interest In' 
tne organization whlcx. I ..ave orc^csed ar.i .sUc.ls;,'d, vid I will 
De honored to nave you as a me.noer. The organization i 8 ore sent iy 
set up on tne oasis of triose :^vin b - a :xjtu,; : at ,.-ro s t In t e s .a , witn 
a iree excnan L ;e o: In; or/nation between meters. Tne f ' r. st two 's-ues 
°- t; ' e Journal ?f •--■'S c.-ganizatlcr. .re uein s ..t to )0 - ur.d: r se ,arat 



covfr, 



sncui : reach you in u da •. or two. 



Some other .uernuers wnlch ma, lc o*"' <*.*e-««* ♦ , .- 0 -- - 4 
Dorotny S/.errltt, Kenneth Swezey and a. ft. 'aiM^.t. 
of Jonn •« l Nelll and Edwin Ar^stron.; were verv u-exo- 
'•:1th a croat sadness tnat I received * he n — s a- ' ' o 
members. " 



are, y.urle i nrbus , 

Tne recent reaUs 
eo tec , and 1 * is 
osa or - ;. se two 



Do you Know lr Mr. Lcwenstlen nan a dau -nterY Tne reason J as. is 
that a woman visited Mr. O'i'iei.l uefore 'nis aoaf and ♦ / - . 
sne innerited a ejr^t a/nount of Tes.iuna i no... r fat- or'- <V-7on T % 
eume to oc Mr. Lowonstier.. Tals vomr: was a: raid or aisc ^ n> t-" 
information oy reason of ner nista,;en notion and fear fat's-' - wou'd 
rudeiy oo raided oy the ar.Ti.v. Ycu see v r . L ' N \ \ L re a*4 t n - 
tii'-.t a ;ew army officials visit' d n'.s nor;. ' I a 1 n-- ' i-te-t • ■■-■■'o* e 
for information. Or' ccurs-. a., tr.is sar* o ■' />-• — '.\fV' <\. 1 v | 1 1" \. 
aroused by .esla's "Deatn-Hav" rumors, a.-- u> -V ' - : ' t - \. s '« ^ " 
Journalists. .veil, t:.o result or a'. . ^s'^ tnatV.e r^u^'to 



give N'r. 0\"el,l her married name - only tnat 
prince no --ss, and r.oved to srr.e .r.in--/ sti. m 
h,s tne amount of maV riu. tnat Mr. O'i.el i 
talniy be i rwortant to locate r. 



. sa'j mar • 1 f - d a ^ ; nni-,- r< 
city. I r tals vo.ti. . 
int:-.ted, 3: v.- ; . : c : 



I oe.ievc tnat one or t, : - va.^ao.e uflurts l :., ".V s a - ■-at'oi 
weld oe to cataio,: every .lr C e or lnror;n-.f- •. cu .c- n 1 ' , t . ' .' r* 
f' ,Ve .-^ a oeginnlnK effort a. on, t;.i, .1;. , l' ao t ' " v -o-e 

too .on,; all collections o; Tes.lana nay uc oca- d ca^a o ^'i 
reduced for fear of eventual loss. Taro^n varv A C tol 

^^.ranns in ,ew : or, ) T nav/o,t £ tTl^l 



of significant items of corres Le w n ^ a^d o ^ U 

T f c^^ction oi corr- s^ndence w : th' MrV JunnsoA 

na,oers In excess of ?o ,i. c , 8 . I s;.are t..is co^, c tion with v>. 8 



Lchnd I. Anderson 
127 Scymcjr Avenue Southeast 

Minnc-polii 14. Minnesota 



*- o . oca: c- co;, : 



Oarr. w : .. t;.er ,ou :.avc c& ."c*<- * - - 
-•■ •s, etc. o; -, c , . w : IT ~- ^-c-r.coes, 

rv . W:i/' r :~t .r:"'? : -- : ' e wr ' Sci - issued tne 



- a : & ret wax. s -~a V s ruare envejope 

" " 2 '-:'---- - T.-s.a e:-~v-s- ^ t..rou,-;.out :; t - w v 0 :m a:id 

-C/.rv ;or - ., -v-r u-i '"^ v * :o: '* to rec - e M^.c^i 

c • D5d ycu ever ;.avc or.e? 

' 'v;c s t;.-.t In i<>-'.^ ( ~ . „ 

^■Ef.va:.cc -ay - l"^; V;" V"" y J S0 ~ e si;-ni r icarit 

T '^* '<^r. Ir, Y^.s'av'a - " ?^- fs l " ™nor of 

' tl '' c ^ >••'•• cr. a^.; ::s to J : 0 "s"o^'T CLtalrxd tne Tesla 
.V.;f : "' ; so stat- ; ?.^^ rt :r :,at ^- w ^ti, L e f etc. 

c;'::: : ' f:S T; --^ ^••c^.i;.,; t , 06 : i- t ;'p ;'" m l ° - u ^^:. the entire 

r -'■ . w-.. „ ^ °' ^- 'Cation ^ ;j tr .„ 



- - -' - • ^ O"/ 3 . 
.*!:.'.■; - - , 

■ -' ■ - :.t - " 



.• r • . *)* V ' ri ^ S ; -''t :nucj. to 

- : . ■ ■, '" "• £ '-^te w: .T.ado 



-.,t Oo ai y - !!S a, t .., S o : :;; ;M ';;:^. iV ' ; -^-^ w 

' ■ • ■ - a; v 1 ; . t :.u£ *'u " " ' Sea l . g t h( 

V' t '■'■«* t:-at you .T,ay ^ , ixq *,^ . _ 



r with 



Voure rdlthruily, 



TlSI.A-'^TERNATICNA 



a:-:' '.::c-: : 



J " ; rj/JNAI - organization 
"'■u-i i;. -.u, worka or 

"-•"•-"'ft T^ale, 



r'.-i. r tin 



": 2 ; ;ion ^nncuncee the iv,pr ir.tin*- 



/ ,,J - L * T ' c i-' fet^I w.en the 

c -"-'j'"' ri o ^ t-opy v >r t; it - book, ar^; 



- » - \ zati on 



3^ 




SAC, *tv Tork « _ _ 

KiMy?*"* nacixxAKousi xksbvai, ocaon - id v 






LadtT 

Nichols. 
Belnont . 
CI-m — 
Gl*tin — 

Harbo 

Rosen 

Tr»ey 

Guny _ 
Mohr 



•inter rowd 

Tele. Room — 

HoltODIBQ 

Miaa Gaudy _ 



'-■It 



MAILED 16 

R 1 0 1954 
comm. Per 
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KENNETH M.SVEZEY 

"NATION CONTAINED 
"'IS UNCLASSIFII 



/ 




163 Milton St: ■ 
Brooklyn 22, 





WintrTrow 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Holl'inan 

Miss Gandy 



■..itjg^-ra R 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear fcr. Hoover: 



Back in 1943 > the local Alien* Property 
Custodian searched through Jihe belongings of the late 
electrical inventor, NikolsTTqsla^ stored in the Manhattan 
Storage Warehouse in TTeTT^orkCity. Tesla had been a 
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so I 
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the 
property was to be sent to Jugoslavia, through Tesla* s 
nephew and heir, Mr. Sava Kosanovic (Mr. Kosanovid had 
been Minister of State under the King*s government, later 
became Ambassador to the Onited States from the present 
government, and is now a Minister serving in Belgrade) . 




According to the attorney who handled the 
Tesla estate, Mr. Phil ipCTi t tenber g . 
Custodian assured higi tnat nothing had been held. 



the Alien Property 

„ - - . „ I have 

a letter from the Office of Alien Property, dated March 
15, 1955, which confirms this statement. 



* 



In gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla' s hundredth birthday 

next year which will be participated in by leading 

scientific and engineering societies, museums, and 

universities I have just discovered, however, that 

Tesla 1 s solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during 
that search. 

As a friend who had known Tesla well 
during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovic iMl . 
Tesla r s room in the Hotel Hew Xorker on the day he died//-/ 
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla 1 s safe. Among 
its contents were several honorary degrees, a volume of 
greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth 
birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept 
out the book of greetings (i mentioned this at the time 
to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr* 
Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian 1 s office), but 
everything else, including the medal and the keys, was 
replaced and the safe was Id^jL^ RECORDED • S/^^jQ^- 

" tfbe 



Except when it 



Property Custodian, the safe was never reopened anJ^L £t 



6C JrTtl 1 955 
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arrived in Belgrade (where Tesla* s property was to be 
installed in a special Tesla Museum) and was there opened 
by Mr, Kosanovic. According to his former secretary, both 
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys 
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal 
was never found. 



I learned of the disappearance of the medal only by 
accident. Mr. Kosanovic" had asked his former secretary 
to get permission from the American Institute of Electrica: 
Engineers (who gave Tesla the Medal) to have it duplicated 
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be abou- 
four hundred dollars. In the meantime, the Tesla Museum, 
in Jugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay 
for it. 



The irony of this situation is more disturbing than 
the money involved. By giving us a system which made 
electric power universally available, Tesla — probably 

more than any other one man helped put America on top of 

the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison Medal 
was the only material evidence left of this country 1 s 
appreciation. That this last token should have disappear e< 

to have to be replaced by his materially poor count rymei 

overseas for whom he had done nothing seems a tragic 

John^ T NeJJI^in^his biography of Tesla, states that 
the FBI broke into Tesla* s safe on the day he died, and 
an article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. I 
know this isn't true. I did hear, however, that the FBI 
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during 
the latter 1 s search in the warehouse. 

If that is so, I thought that perhaps some of your men 
might remember the conditions under which the search was 
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what coul< 
have happened to the medal. After this long time, I have 
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am 
already trying to interest Americans in making a replaceme] 
. But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guess: 
v\ and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to 

\ ^whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen and wh< 

might have been responsible. 

With best regards and sincere appreciation for any helj 
you can give, 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth M^CSwezey A / 
P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from last month's POV/ER 

magazine which outlines Tesla' s contribution to the electro 
power industry. 
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Power 



Strange Genius 



ALL 



Ask anv group of power men to name those who laid 
the foundation {or today's electrical generation and 
distribution. You'll wind up with an impressive list — 
Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. 
But there is almost sure to be a significant omission. 

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo- 
tor — still basic — and devised a suitable system of gen- 
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the 
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the 
1880's when the electrical era was being born, and the 
"battle of the systems" held sway. 

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant- 
current series systems. Edison's Pearl Street generating 
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps 
and, later, dc motors on a constant-potential system. Un- 
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the 
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But 
there was no successful ac motor. 

In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four 
years in the United States, Tead a paper before the Amer- 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described 
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with 
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic 
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described 
was destined to sweep the field. 

With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real- 
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphase ac 
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on 
the general pubKc was at the Chicago World's Fair of 
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and 
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen- 
erators, a variety of dc equipment. 

i^f.;'a:io;-; contained 



But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to 
demonstrate in the most dramatic way posiible that poly- 
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when 
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes 
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com- 
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro- 
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after 
Tesla's AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the 
polyphase system. 

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the 
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to 
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the 
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the 
modern age of electric power had truly opened. 

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were 
but a beginning. Still to come was. brilliant work in high 
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today's radio art. 
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his 
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why? 

A man of flashing insights and enormous brilliance, 
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his 
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure 
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became 
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce- 
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did, 
he formed none of the institutional ties mat help to per- 
petuate a record of accomplishment. 

Next year— July 10, 1956— will be the 100th anniver- 
sary of Nikola Tesk's birth. It would be fitting for our 
engineering societies to commemorate this occasion, to 
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius 
who changed our world for the better. 
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RECOGNITION FOR TESLA - 

Largely thru a young American, engineer's efforts, the 
world today is re-scanningjhe record and achievements of our 
inventive genius, Nikola Tesla, Of. late, even the big-tirhe 
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas- 
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard. 

* The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time 
Serbian immigrant boy^who made millions but died almost a 
P*uper is Lejand^^nder.^ head of the Te»Ia Society, 
which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. 

Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr. 
Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in- 
duced them to join in his noble work. A good -many of these 
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he 
serves them, with information issued thru his TESLIAN pub- 
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued 
.monthly which casts new light on the known life and record 
of the late Dr. Tesla. 

The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans 
to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents an account of a 
fascinating editorial, "Strange Genius", by the POWER mag- 
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi- 
torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla's polyphase system 
described by Mr. Anderson, as the "most tremendous event 
all engineering history " 

Editorialis t Louis NsJSowler, according to the TESLIAN. 
answers the perplexing question why, in view of Tesla's im- 
portant-discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity 
won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing/he suggests: ''It 
would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora- 
tion of the 100th anniversary of ^likola Tesla's birth (July 10, 
h956), to acknowledge our debt to this etrange and lonely 
genius who changed our world for the better.". 

This appears to be just what Mr. Anderson was waiting 
for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre- 
pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum- 
merfield to issue a Tesla commemorative stamp a*xt year. 

issue and 
)d 
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Office DAemorandum • united states government 



TO 



noM 



• i. T. BOARDUAN 
'A. B. BEIJ/vNy 
} ESLA 



DATE: June 29, 1955 JWn 

Belli. 
H«rbo 

Hohr . 
Parse* 
R os tii 
T&mm 
Sizoo 
I inter 

' MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING (ESPIONAGE 1 ) m'ol- 

Gandy _ 



Kn ^ CT: SIZOLA TEi 



A! I. INFORMATION CO'.'TAIfjf ' 
VBm IS UNCLASS'FJ -3 




Nikola Tesla, a native of Jugoslavia, mas a famous electrict 
inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for man\ 
years. In attached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth M. Swesey, 
Brooklyn, New fork, advisee he is gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birth anniversary in 
1956, Swezey 'relate s he was present when Tesla's safe was opened by 
friends after.his death and advises the contents were thereafter 
replaced and^3hen impounded by the United States Alien Property 
Custodian* £kt»r the safe was removed to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, to be 
installed ir£~a Tesla Museum. Missing from Tesla's effects is a gold 
Edison medai Tie had been awarded. Swesey is seeking to locate the 
medal and has been advised by the Office of Alien Property (OAP) that 
OAP held none of Tesla* s property, Swesey states he has heard the 
FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effects while in storage, and 
accordingly, he asks whether Bureau could assist him in locating the 
Edison medal. He FBI's assistance to OAP Swesey mentions that in the 
Tesla biography ("The Prodigal Genius" - 1944) by John O'Neill it 
was stated FBI broke into Tesla's safe the day he died (1-8-43 to 
protect contents from enemy hands ) . Swesey notes this same comment 
appears in article ("The Genius Who Walked Alone") by Alfred H. Sinks 
in the June, l££*L-J!£jLrjin£tj> " Swesey says he knows FBI did not do thi 
^HH|H||HMHHHi|HHHfe^ Bureau enter into Tesla 

safeiR^e^^tpor^epa^^men^s^Zdvice it was being hand led b; 
Sureau previously aware of comment in O'Neill 's book* 



In 1945 Sinks requested for his use as Author data re Bureau 's 
microfilm procedure . Was advised no such data mvailable for publicati 



Encle sure A^ujCf~ 

100-223? 

cc - 1 - 65-4?953 
Ticklers - Jfr. Bird 

Mr. Belmont 
jrjMr. Boa rdwutn 

STBtjaaf^ *f* I 

(5) I ^ I 

6;- JUL lTl955. ir 
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Memorandum For Mr* Boardman 



RECOMMENDA TION s 

That the attached letter be sent to Sweaey advising Bureau 
did not participate in the handling of Tesla's effects and that the 
matter was handled by OAF* Therefore, Bureau unable to be Of 
assistance ; that no action be taken relative to Sinks' comment in 
"Coronet" article. 




- S - 
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Tickler - Mi Bi rd 

T-^rj Belmont 
Boardmm 



Mr 



JTr. tenneik JT.^W *eu 



June 90 s 195S 



" M INFORMATION CONTAINED 
' TIM IS UNCI' 

(Origin&)At^f2--U 




9*ar Jfr. Smeeeei 

•/ Alien r re pert* cud met he this fcnai. ' 

4|«c« »# did met participate tm the 

?lH im L* f **Z 9 **•*•'• «//••*•# • umable te 
supple the imfetuMtte* weu requested. 




JUN3 01955 
MMLEO 25 , 



9QTE : 



Sincerely ya«r* # 

RECORDED - ^£' u i£_ - ^£L k 
INDEXED - 26 ~T 

■ u " n "' ^ ft* JUL 1 1955 , 




*o* prepared by STB:jaa en 6 -89-56 
this outgoing mail. 



onnectien with 



Ihrbo 



. . Buttles contain no derogatory data- iw eoraes- 



ViBBnfwd - 

T«l*. Row 

Hatloma 
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August 1, 1955. 



Mr. -J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D.C. 



Dear M r. Hoover: 



In his book, "Prodigal Genius", The Life of Ijikola Te sla. Ur. Jo] 
J O'Eeil says, on page 277, that the F.B.I, went to Tesla^s hotel 
room, opened his steel safe and removed from it, the papers it 
contained. 

YJas there ever any publication of what these papers contained? I: 
so, could you inform me where I might obtain a cop3 r of such 
publication? 

If there was no publication of the Safe f s content, after more th; 
If? years, would it be improper to publish them? 

If there was no publication of the safefs content, but there wsrs 
no particular secrets found there in, could you inform me where '. 
might learn T7hat the safe contained? 

Any information or. this matter -.111 be appreciated. 

Thanl: you for your trouble. 





ICO- 2^37- 





SIS' 




Jp - 

four letter dated Aegmtt I, 
fcte» rectft##d # and in reeponee t# j#»r tn?«fry, ? 
»ouJd It** t« that eur /fZf« reflect that 

the effect* ef Bttola Tee la Wrt *a*«* (««• eee+edy 
after hie death by the Of fie 4 9/ Alien Property erne 
not by thi* bureau* i 

Since ve did not participate in the handling 
ef Teela 9 * effect*, me are unable to *ur>ply the 
information ecu requested, 

Sincerely yomr*. 



Jehm Mdger Mo over 
Street *r 



VOTEs Bufilee reflect no record en cor respondent* Thi* 
type of reply utilteed by Internal Security Pi vision tn '•• 

m)&m Ion ewe r i ng similar inquiry m on d/SO/55. (65-47953*83) 

^^rmu^l Cover nemo from Mr, Belmont to Jfrv Boardman dated 6/29/55 

m<sm* l«tft out background ef thie matter vhich concerned the death 

of Teela, Oi famou* elettrtcal inventor, bureau ma* not 



Kin"h*> ... 



-■1 



involved tn this matter, and the opening ef the eafe »»• 

tioned *>ae done by the Office of Alien Property, 




P 28 195 
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Federal ^u-cau Or Investigation 



September 10., 1 



ear ^r . "cover; 



•of ori:-„£ to r" T i'ttc- to *^or mi^-*. -r-t-i'j- 4.. . 
-ikola^tesla. maW- of the papers of Llr. 

Stt^LIfSat^^t 1 ! Sa^! °f ^2? P r°P-t7 regardir. G this 
that it was'theTt-ag^te-r^^ 1 w ir i 0: " m f tim CromVou 
into custody - not -ou-s tatea tne esla '"°P=-t- 



I have a letter fr 
dumber HGI 
"never had 



y-^^i^i-*-^. 0 ' ^5 - that Department - 

^H'custo- ? " ; P- Ch 1 *m told that office 

■iaa custo^. , i.or nas vestea, air- proper^ of ;;ii EO i e . Te 



File 
sla" . 




Thar^: you for your tic- ar.u trouble. 







— C r n 



.WDEXED-1Z ^ ^ 

September SO, 19S5 



v 

r. \ 



I' ' 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFJjEDj " 

date 7-«?-^-B; 



Dear 



> J Aflui received your letter dated September 10. 

1955.^ * 

Am you mere advised by my letter ef August 11, 

1955, this Bureau mas not connected in any respect mith 
the acquisition or custody of the effects ef Mihola Tesla, 
and it is therefore net possible to furnish you any 
additional information* 



Sincerely yours. 



Jskn Sdgar toover 
Director 



NOTE: By letter 8-11-55, we referred to the Office of 

Alien Property, which Office was reported to have 
assumed custody of Tesla's effects subsequent to his dea 
(65-47953-6) 
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FORMATION CO- STAINED 
IS UNCLASSIFIZD 



RECOGNITION FOR TESLA — 

(Please fill out this form and mail to the address appearing bol»w.) 
THiTtESLA SOCIETY 



University Staticm, Box 135 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 



(date) 



(city & state) 

Hon. Arthur E. Summerfield 
Postmaster General, Postofficc Dept. 
Washington, D. C. 

M 

Dear Sir: q 

Nikola Tes la's contributions to.science, industry, and to his adopted 
country have greatly inspired engi-neering progress. His electrical sys- 
tems helped create an American conomy of world pre-eminence. 

We respectfully request issuance of a 1956 commemorative stamp 
to be issued on the centennial of Tesla's birth (1856-1943). 



(signed) 



AMERICAN SRBOBRAN 
£v June 29, 1955 

" \/0 O % % 37 - d Pittsburgh, PennsylTanj 

/NDEXE0-5P not recorded 

138 jUL 1 1 '£55 
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by A i-fRLD 1 1. Si nks t he 

rha_ 

Nikola Tenia was a gre.il inventor-— fi rst 

and als o a i>roiiliet witliuul hono r 1 1 

\v h i 

GOV N TE R-F. S I MONA C E Wl t F I A S ( Ire i 

smarted lurning early on the Q-u 

tnuniintr oF ^January 8, lvT3. Anx - sin* 

inus FBI ayen t s slipped" Into a rt > < > i n t a 1 1 < 

I in_ the Hotel New YorkCT_whcrc, bee. 

fate th e niu;lii before, 3_c,h.ajiibcr- Y 

maid had discovered the body of tific 

Nikola Tcsla, dead at 86. regarded a bo 



by many as th"r grea_t£St sciiLUlific met 

genius o f his time, tool 

For \cars, Tcsla had been making mi 

scientific j>redn tii ins So fantastic as aw. 1 

to be literalK out of this work]. Ol ahc 

late he had been working — or so he Ti-s 

said — on revolutionary new wcap- 7 

ons powerful enough to annihilate and 

aimies at a single blow. cno 

Theie was only one Tesla, and sulv 

tlic sior\ miyht— incredible .is it im] 

sounded - be true. The old man's mei 

sale might hold these secrets, and alte 



t he Governm ent could not risk the 
cha nce u Tcncmy spies gelling there 
first. _ 

1 lalf hop in " to _find Something 
whicTi \yoiijd dnmg a sudden and 
decisive end to World War II, the 
G-men brykx open the dead man'-, 
strong ..bi>*- If amthing ol impar- 
lance was discmeied, it has newr 
been revealed. 

Yet, their ( -nick action was jus- 
ti fied, fo i" \ on coiITd iicwt he sure 
aboul Tesla, one of the stran ;e-i 



men who c\ ei liii'tl. Most pen|il<- 
took him uhh a uiain of sail, \<t 
no scrimis scientist dared shin;; 
aw_a\ his ekiims as nunsense. N 
-liter 1 t inn ias F.diwn It led it and 
i jn o\ ril him w i niig. 
The w.iild's leading physicists 
a nd clet 1 1 n .il tii i n it is had to <■ ii 
cmw link in the l^S'K when Tcsl.i 
solved a problem lhc\ had though I 
impossil ile. Tliat une accomplish - 
meiil the invention of a practical 
altet naiing-currcnt motor and gen- 



QlCniieb Alettes Genetic 



June 26, 1973 




Mr. Felt . 

Mi. Bakw 

Jii. CoUaaas _ 
Hi. Cltreiund 

Mi. Coorcd 

Mi. Geb--crd: . 

Mi. lecir-n 

Mi. MarttaU _ 
Mr. Kiitti LS. 

Mr Scv-r; 

Mi. The- -mo _ 

M/. W'. r;i 

Tel*. Hjat 

Mi. Ben* 

Mr. Ea/ct ; , 

Mi. fc _ , _ 

Mr. H*firer*:B 

Mr. Caujf 

M/. Hit:i 

Mi. Ccud-'*7 
Mis. Boqa» __ 



Respectfully referred to: 



Congressional Liaison 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 



Because of the desire of this office to be 
responsive to all inquiries and communications, 
your consideration of the attached is 
requested. Your findings and views, in 
duplicate form, along with return of the 
enclosure, will be appreciated by 




Form #2 



ST-105 



WCLOSUR? 





7 jm & 1973 




973 I 



20 Juni 1973 



B c ,ar Senator ^^CO 

Tnou^hin Alaska temporarily wording oj; a military contract, I dtiV. consider ny^el-f^ 
a'i ^^■•residcnt, hence it is to you thai I »rr* 

. » • .'e:.' 

j';rxng days at. College, I bec.w2 inker or. in a i p^'ni nr. tin-- Cr.cth nhyr.ic.lr.t-,j 

Nieolai^Tesla,. TYoffessor Tesla er7ni~rat ^ i ^ t'r.i" c-v.ntry in tic tu^ni,!' 1 :;, I ^ 
relieve, and did some of his most orig, inPl gto ioro «, To. si a had a peculiar bent of mind, 
in his younger days he was often called 'f.ad sc v_.; ;-.].. -3 fc, a;-d aid not publish 

t«:*i5ively when he cesws to the US. Mo 5' of the ox I.*: it -r ' ~.\ry ~at-->rial is in 
untranslated Czech. Tesla was . however , r:i f: :•: ^- - r 5 i.vo /:u _ .~- ""it-'-r. It:v thoucht it 
r trance that upon his death,, "nonr of his »:oter? f" Ar<r\ioan pcc.v.vi ».-rr 

-:.**> :°ared. "Jpon discusr;i.v '-his -;ith a frien \, ~i \:lv. informed uiiat all of :'x. Tcsla's 
rat^s were confiscated ov the F?I. I c^nr^t '..onc^iv'.- noi; tV.r^e no',es on physic3 
?ni electricity can i'-i zs.y way nndar.^cr the national safety* lb seens that Mr. 
Itoover ir. his zeal, nai confiscated nat-er.' -il ^'rozt- only sin wes a radical approach 
to science. Thers is indication that inu'v 'Vofessor Tenia's later worl: concerned 
- ver> ;-.ovel approach to ti thoory. "Ibc-dlcsj tc G£y, it has been radical appi oaches 
to ->hr.\~ics that havs oeen our greatest scii-.ii-if lc ad"anccs ir r.odern tines, 
vis, Einstein, Heiser.berg, et si. 

I was vender ing if your office nirht be a^le to determine if there papers are 
"till extant, and if so, see to it that the public has access to them* It would 
be a shame to see all of Nicolai Teslas work to have been in vain, 

Tloase excuse my typirg. in all the thousands of nurds I typed tryinr, to pot a 
liberal education, I never did master the typa writer. 




'ENCLOSURE 



July 5, 1973 



ST-105 



REG- 15 



CO 



Mr. Pelt 

Mr. Baker 

Mr. Calfahan . 
Mr. Cleveland 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Gebhardl _ 

Mr. Jenkins 

Mr. Marshall _ 
Mr. Miller. E.S 

Mr. Soyars 

Mr. Thompson 
Mr. Walters _ 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Baise 

Mr. Bamee 
Mr. Bowers _ 
Mr. Heringlon 
Mr. Coamy 
Mr. Mintz 
Mr. Eardlev 
Mrs. Hogan 




Honor able 
United State* Senate 
Washington, D. c. 20510 




Dear Senator 



La i.*Mo t 



DM 



This ±a/"fco acknowledge receipt of your eonrtunieatlon 
d ated June 26th enclosing a letter froa your constituent, 
^BBB|^mmm^m^ who is temporarily employed in Alaskay^. 

In response to |BHHal^^ Inquiry, central files ^» 

cf the Federal Bureau of Investigation indicate that the 
effects of Dr. tfikola_Tesla were inpounded after hie death 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
and not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the 
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings , I an unable to furnish 
the information you desire. 



1 



I an returning your enclosure as you requested. 
Sincerely yours , 



William D. ftnckelshaus 
Acting Director 



Enclosure 



1 - Portland Enclosures (2) 
1 - Congressional! Services Office 




~ NOTE: Bufiles 



'invt 



- Enclosures (2) 
rior cordia l correspondence with Senator 1 
is not identifiable in Bufile 
r. Tesla was a world-famous 
and at the time of his death, all of his 
d effects were believed dangerous to the count 
ell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodic 
J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a ce 
safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearl* 
te that_it was the Office of Alien Property of the Depar J 



iutue 100 
electrical 
personal 
security 
Genius , " b 




md the above reply 



TELETYPE UNIT ZZ3 



ay is tc 



forwarded in v answer to rf 




£ ■ 
> t 

■ 



.4 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF WESTXGATXCn Cs " 



Vaahlngtan. IMS. 
Dmi Sirs* 




if€3NTAINED 



Ijhw aaaa ta *y awam^'^iat ^ 



Mkal •_tha faundar af Mdttn ymt tmii 

the arlglnal lnTantar>f r«dl«, an4 lmua*ra^ 




aaaratlvaa af tha 3F.B.X. a»anad feu aafa and rtMv«d HHrt 
•n 7 January 19*3, within a fair naura mt Ma daaaaa/ alaa, all 



raearde af hla wark hava baan alacad and hald aur ;C 
■ant alnaa hla daath. I vauld Ilka tm taw lIHT^ W^aT^ ^ 
infaraad as ta aba vaa, and la raaaanalbia far kaaalng tha lid 
an thaaa racarda. X vauld alae Ilka t a knaw vhara tbay *«• ©aw. 

I da baaa ytu w>y a gaad laugh anw tha tMm ^ity 
af such a raquaat a* this, but It la a rathar atranga altuatlan 
ta axtat In a country Ilka thia, that a Ban af aueb ganlua and 
achiavaaant aauld ba ayatamatlaally aut aut af Dietary baaka, 
and that tha fact* abaut his varka aauld ba aanaaaiad t:a tha 
degrae thay hava bean, i viah ta abtatn aoce«« ta all these aid 
racarda which have tteen eeocaaled f« ffi^ : ' 
appreciate yaur kind eenslderatlen and atten 
and any aaalatanea yeu may eara ta gift, /0Q ~ 



f 




\#IL20 1973 





7* 





July 19, 1973 



y 



Your letter was received on July 16tli. In 
response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI . 
Since wg did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla' s 
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you 
desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have 
been referred to the Department of Justice. 



f/ AILED 4 

-A 191373 



FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

CI KeUey, 



(2. 



Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-22;= 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell intc 
unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil 
alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating hi* property. Bufiles Clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of Ayien Property of the Department which did so, and 
the above J^frfy/is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy 
of letter .retried to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Divisio 
of the D4parttrieiu. ) 

0 
(?) 
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MAIL ROOM 



So 



its-' •- ■ *t» » hi, 



* -. 




Clerenoe W» T^Wlay - 

Federal Bureau mf l&veetl&attafi 
Vaehlngten ©.C. ; J20535 ^ 

, Dear Mr. Kelley, 



is***^.-. _Jhank yeu far yeur letter .ef the I9tb *Z 
appreciate the inferaatlen Xbeut.'f^a Off lea *f ten 

and Ita cenneetlen wlti* *hc taaenfidtna-af Che atffacta .. . 

Hikele Testa. Jn ay latter af the 16th id Id ne^JMiaA',£a'.-ia>. 4 * 




ply the TBI had leeeunded; Ma effect*^ *• I wu aware #f Aha 

^. -j ->■■ ---..-I- . - ■ ......... 3w .... ... _ .'~_*\r:r v. v. 1—^1' 



O.&.r.s general eart In the affair. iThe fact remain* ttijOTfee. 

- " ■ - -• • ..." •• ; • i; ^^t^V^t^ ■ ... ■ 

fact break inte hie aaf e anly heurs after hie "'i*aiittV'!^Wl«^% ; ' 
reneve the eater* therein. !lew f , in ae far as the " ;i>ire^^apa 



the heat af my knawled«e t It »W amenta 4f the TO>lha^« ^,. s . v;J 



— *.^ Wf M .w ^ie Bureau "waa ,4, 

* ■ ■* ^ Mfc — — - ' ■ dl» ^ - " i.. 



connected, I vleh te understand that extent, "X de aaaraclaje^' 
yeur refering ay ceaaunlcatlan te the aaarearlata ' freraena' tn'-'/ 
the Juetlee Deaartaentt but eerhaea yeu eeuld aee that the T ■ 
abeve aentiened cenneetlen af the Bureau eeuld be further leaked 




inte. I aa aurleus aa te whe asked the Bureau te eerfere aueh an 



s waa a aaraen in the O.A.P. ar what, and an what 



greunds they were carried eut, and te whea they ware reaaenalble. 



Alee, te what aaraen were the aarieined aaaera delivered? JU«» 
af the agents InvelTed wauld be aeereeiated. ^ta what haeeened 



te any ether effects ef hie, that is arW 
answered by the 0.*.*, t yat if Bureau agents aartl< 
they may hare dene ae en ether eecasieaay 



uestien »ere ably 




tJ> fo-73 



eeen the safe ware HOT ni^antay ^f^^T^a¥t^ 
that aarsensaaareatly 1^'%^ 
lntarea^^«t«^ 



■x , 



* 

i 




tale 

Interact* 

^ "-• - .-^ 

able te treneal 

any |*int en tte 

weuld aake hi* * trim* target tw ?Ntd;!A|^ 

«I *» mr, af t|« _ . . 

serving my mtw JNit *he MMM gMd,- 1 !* again 

Mt leeka as ir§e»ee«e aw 

hie Idea* were net fereadly available- te ensure ^ etablllty - ^ 
ef their twn •lwtrU t#«hn#liglMl t W l« eart finanalally, 
at the expense af ta^uMssJble benefited te^te 



*hele. Hw weutd yeu Ilka ta be abla te draw unllalted sever W 

aut af tha air ta run eay a llghtbulb with OWE wire? Be llef^' ' 



it, end aueh were. *y alaeere thanks fer yeur theught e*>d 
attentlene te theae a«t«.^\\ ; ^ 



I 



Very beet wiafcu 





. . . 



' Rffi 68 / *0 - ?- * 3 7- Augu S t2 I 1873 





Anoc. Dir. _ 

Alt*. Dir.: 

Admin. 

Camp. Sytt. 
Fil.. & Com 

G.n. Inw. 

Idsnt. 

Impaction _ 
tart.ll. 




INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Y^m IS UNCLASSIFIED^ , 
DATE^ir^BY ^W^/ ^ 



Your letter, which was received on July 30th, has 
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were 
not involved in removal of papers from the safe of Dr. lBkola 
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property. 

I realize there have been some written accounts 
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; however, these 
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso- 
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved. 

Sincerely yours, 
Kelloy 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects 
of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had 
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his 
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate 
clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his 
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of 
Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions t 
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmuc 
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla ? s effects, the 
Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter. 
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# 




Q 1 Air 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington D.C. 20535 



Sirs : 



We recently contacted th<= s 



an F 1 >- =1 »-» . — r-i T-i - 



3-L 



office and a review of their'fiie's revealed - 

°f? a ^^^ 0ncernin g the scientist Nikol^esla 



or his papers which we und 
impounded. 



erstand to have leen 



of all f i«Ti ^« d tnorough investigation-" 
wlnn f? and mater ials available to you, we 

would greatly appreciate the correspondence of 
any information that might be discovered? 



Thank you, 




/GO ^37- ^ 



REC-36 




0 




100- £3.31 '- <£^X 



*Uy 7, 1975 





Thle will acknowledge your letter of June 9th, 

In response to your Inquiry, the paper* of 
Dr, Sltola Tesla were la y omdod, efter his death* by the 
Office of Allen Property of the Departnsat of Justice* 



Slacerely yours, 
Clarence tu Kelley 



ghe Deput y Att o rn e y Qeaegal 
■ Attoneioni — tes< 



Bnel ee we ' 



NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a 
world famous electrical inventor/ and at the time of his 
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons. 
Since Tesla' s death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 
inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers. 
The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
Bufiles contain no information identifiable with requesters. 





Si 




HPO 55-! 



13 November 1975 



Mr. Clarence Kelley 

Director 

F.E.I. 

Washington, D.C . 20535 



■ - i ~» k/ll^L/ Oil Ji_L/ 

:ate 9-s- as 



Desr Mr. Kelley: 

In reply to the letter of 10 November from your of flee: 

I restate that I was not asking about the existence or 
non-existence of any investigative Information a n Nikola 
Teal p r but on his technical papers seised on his death 
In 19*3 and reported In the papers ef that tine* 

The reason given In the reply from your office, the 
second paragraph, as to why X cannot get any Inform- 
ation en Tesla's papers Bakes no sense in Itself m? 
In reply to my Inquiry. The thfctd paragraph stating 
the conditions under which a search will be made 
is a clear bureaucratic circumvention of the Freedom 
of Information Act and an excuse on the part of the 



yond the drafting of a letter. Will It be the decision 
of your office to let the situation stand like this? 

As I stated in my first letter, I am following up the 
Tesla data for a si»£ azine article « I am tempted to have 
your reply of the lGth printed and run nationally as 
an example of how bureaucratic manoeuring is used to 
get around the FOIA, Does the bureau need more of this 
type of publicity? 

It is disheartening to see an agency entrusted to uphold 
the law using Its resources to mock the law. 




uamW V\ a 

n w X A. V* 



1 ' 



X 2t. 1975 




• 1 1 INFORMATION CONTAINED 

Q ■ -RMS UNCLA^ST" 




thia will acknowledge receipt of your latter 
to the Bureau on Vovaaber 14 th.^ 

In rMponM to your laqvlry, the pepere of 
Dr. Nikola Tesle vera impounded, after his death, by 

the Offlca of Allen Property of the Departstent of 
Juatice . 

Sincerely yours, 




Alloc. On. _ — 
Dap. AD Adm. 
Dap. AD In*. . 

Admin. 

Camp. S r ... 



C. M. Kefle$ 
Clarence M. KeUey 
Direetor 



1 - The Deputy Attorney General * Enclosure 
Attention i Susan M. Hauaer 

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Teela was 
a World famous electrical inventor, and at the time 
of his death his personal papers and effects were 
impounded by Office of Alien Property for National 
Security reasons. Since Tesla's death in 1943 the 
Bureau has received numerous inquiries about the 
disposition of his technical papers. The above 
reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
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i ' ROUTING AND TRANWi-TAL SLIP 


ACTION 


TO f7V«m*, aftiC9 tymbot or location) 

Alan McCreight 
Rm. 5435 - JEH 


Initial* 


eiacuoTt 


DAT* 


COORDINATION 


2 — 


INITIALS 


FILE 


DATE 


INFORMATION 


3 ' ' 


INI TIALS 


NOTE AND 
RETURN 


DATE 


»£■ CON 
VIOLATION 


4 


INITIAL* 


■ EE MI 


DATE 


*ICN ATUftE 



FOIA 




Do NOT use this form as * RECORD of approvals, concurrences 
disapprovals, clearances, and similar actions 



Prom flv*me, 0 /«c* mytnbol or focilionj 

Susan M. Hauser 



10/21/75 



2145 
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5041-101 



6% 



17 October 1975 



Freedom of Information Act Request 



Deputy Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C . 20535 



Gentlemen: 




I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth 
century inventors* end want to obtain information on some 
papers o f Niko^ fj»»*»» were seized by the FBI on his 
death in 




Tesla invented a number of electrical devices and because 
of the war and because Tesla was born a Yugoslavian national, 
it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety 
to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on 
national security. 

I would like to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers; 

2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them; 

3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what 
happened to them? _ 

100 o?^37 

I would be very grateful for your help with this. 




I: 




f rFOR"ATlON CONTAINED fe) 

\- '- ;nsu;;cussiFi£D a 




>'<A(,'nIjt:r, IB'.'S, Ti-ita., an- 
nounced ih.il If CoukJ jb'jlU)''. vy.ir. 

The inventor had d csi l; nn| ;t 
sin. ill, inexpensive, r.i(!iu-i i >iit Toll t i I 
boa l which, thrum;]! • is supjn it ( J 
ability in destroy iht* oiliest battle- 
ships, would make ^K'.il na\ies use- 
less. Not mam' years later, lie was 
talking of another snjtcr-wejpon a 
"death ray 1 ' winch wi >uld a nuihi- 
1 a t c w TniTr' armies. 

Vf t 'T c-l.i never 1 Mispcitcil ili.it 
tlic rCiil sunet - wcipmi i ,f I lie fn 1 1 n e 
would conic f i c >i 1 1 .iiumii hsMon 
I' or Ta i is! ' i i i r s 1 j.ts [i ni i ! inn \\ I in 1 1 
led lo smashing die atom, lie h id 
onk ridicule. Alone in his middlc 
at;r, he h.id fallen out of step unh 
the wor Id's t;rra! ! hinkcr. 

Not .ill Iraki's later iinnili'nis 
wci_c fantastic. Some, like his m- 
duelioii coils .mil osi ill, 1 t< n s, .mil 
pioneer wot k on '' t n tied " eh i M n , d 
citcuits, wetc hitdiK nnpoii.mt. 

I housdi he ne\ "i sinccrdcd in 
tr.i nsniil tint; pow er \\ idioul wii es 
or ;! I iil; S( .ilc, he >//•/ ])i o\ e di.it a 
sinyle uni is eni ueji. \nd some ol 
his I ifilii;Hit pr o| ihc( ies insj >ii ed the 
Ilioi e plodding scirnt isis to u ol k out 
the practical pioMenis uf indu< limi 
heating, r.idio-teli plume, radar and 
many other clrcii onic mar\ els ol 
today. 

But as he grew older, he with- 



dte^Wuither .hi 1 funher with- 
in srlt ! lis p, , ,j,l |ri 
SolllW-d Ilk; .1 \ >i< < tl . .ni, , I,,-, 

planet . 1 or cm ip,, a jj, ,,, , u _ 

die old ill PI h (1 onk 1,;, die nils 
and [Tie^ L'lc-, s'l.m-M'i w n |, 
\c.us. Con.p]. leK .done ,i J . . ^ r . i 
SI or >_p('d, v, 1 1 n ;! hV i n r n r 1 1 dun, m |. 

VCI V ll ill , he ll.rd In .Jlj. ||nni !,., 

hotel 'onij 1 >n\ ,i 1 1 e» ! i|i , I . . I 
and ini(k'c slow K mn to ,i p , r [ 

\v!ie i e~~hu i nil i 1 1 , ■ j ,)■■( ,ns i u . ii I . I 
fuiTl Till V. ••]>■ l,U fllrnds 'II,.', 

needed h'mij ih-a-l, the \\..i]d did 

When lie r;n u too ill to imi out, 
e.K h da\ he sem ,i \\r-.irrn I 'nioii 
lliessi n ;ei lo I ! ,r p n !. \ I > r i tee. I - 
Hi'; the ! >n d s, I he I n >\ u i • i n- ! i i \< I ed 
to see if ,i n\ ol i !■< i n ( ■ ■, sai k 

1 I SO, | 1C W .IS to ! II III'' 1 I M 'I I I I I. II k I' > 
1 esj . i I oo I II \\ I iei e [ ! je i u\ et i ! r ,\ 

would muse them qeink li.uk lo 
hrahh. 

1'ei h 1 his s.nl hide l.d m h < if 

!o\ e slio u i d l)i, it ihc man who 
( ha ii'Mil the v\ oi Id )■.■<!, ,i t laM, di-.- 
Cmcicil a ui'.M tiu'li I'eih.tps he 
kllCW [low lh.it di( ^lcilrsl jiovvei 

for jt^ii id Iiej^noi m I ■ n i ' ■ I x thought 
hut ni a fiimian hcni jmls.itin^ 
like Ins own "lini'-d mm nils"-- in 
tune wilh the heaiis ol h^ lellow- 
mcn. TYr Jul Tic e\ ei know ' Vou 
could iievet l»e sine about~^"csla. 




M Innl«> W U 



TV lilt [ MM V P2IK, vn!„ II Winsh.ll ("Inn. lull fud r,ir- ll.l. d holl, 
1 (urn siippoif'!-, .n ill the I > i 1 1 it i < ,|] opposition, tin km ( i ' o ] (_| r Jit ii, lit ri 
Sli.ni i-. i i'l< 1 ill ii "I endos' Urn \ i iij( lid fi >[ |tn ] n r line n of ni% new 
pl.iv . foi \ i lUI's' ll .Hid ,i In- ml il .uiv " 

It.u k lo ttic pl.lWMi^ht J U ol : .] il I \ I.UIH ill'" l!t< H--I .IimU s s. L t T « tllli 

Hole 1 1 1 mi '\\ innit'; "I jiyoi I .mi nn.ilik in ,i 1 1 ■ nd 1 1 ,< po miri e of 
\oin n- (\ |i|.i\ . I'lr.isr send me twit voui In i s lni (hi- s( i o;nl ]<> i l> >i ni.iiu e 
- il an\." — M! .., 1 ,„ M ,.,.,„n„,, 
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^gCOGNTITON FOR TESLA—- 

At long last Serbians — American and Canadian-— have 
acted to honor the memory and achievements of one of Ser- 
bia's greatest sons. | 
For, the world-wide Centennial celebration of DP. 
NikokVTesla^ birth next year, Serbs on this Continent 
plan to erect s> bust statue of the electrical genius to stand 
before- the entrance of the Monastery aft Libertyviue, HI. v 
Steps lopking towards that end were taken at the reeent 
SNFIcenvention following the reading of aAp*tff by President 
tadakovich fr om His Grace, BisljpiflNicolai. As the ujii- 
ly-renowned churchman statctC erertaori -of l^^iftSs 
monument, by Serbians, would forever remind other Serbs 
of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla .. i.r^And ^hat he 
-was a SERBIAN, son of a SERBIAN ORTHODOX, clergy- 
man, born in the SERBIAN SELQof Smiljan in Lika. • 

Further, His Grace urged that the uadertakikig be a joint 
one and representative of ALL the Serbian orgajfcetioj 
the United States and Canada^ He naturally looked to the 
for leadership, and the greatest monetary contribution. Bu 
also besought the help of the Serbian Natl Defense and 
Jedinstvo beneficial society. 

The Convention voted $1000 for the project and a 
hand collection was taken^ip among uW delegates^ and 
Quests, kinsmen Mil oL ^opievich of Jofcet. HL. 
$200. It is probable tSi the balance of the needed 
will be raised thru public good- will scorings and 
cash gifts of the other two organizations mentioned. 
And after a suitable bust has been erected for 'Dr. 
Bishop Nicolai suggest^d^^imilar-like monument ho 



memory of Dr. Mil 
author and educator. 



upin, also a world-renowned scientist, 



This is a subject near and dear to all good Serbian hearts 
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SiVF Opens Drive for Tesla Mfemerial at Libertyvute- 

$2000 public aid souGtrr, 

PITTSBURGH. PA. — The Serb sarv monies ttnd complete the li*b* to it and the msieh destre 




PITTSBURGH, PA. — The Serb 
ffat'l Federation Executive Board 
Lfoas acted quickly to implement a 
Convention decision to honor the 
aaeyig y of the illustrious Dr. Nik- 

At its first meeting of Octo- 
ber 8, the Board drafted 'a resolu- 
tion calling on all SNF members 
and food Serbians to help fi- 
nance a memorial project fair the 
late scientist-inventor genius. 

This would stand before the 
entrance of the Monastery in 
LlbrrtyviUe, HL 
Cast of the contemplated project, 
whiA would clarion to the world 
that fcr. Tesla was a Serbian, is 
estimated at $3000. The Convention 
voted $1000 to the cause and a hand 
collection among 122 delegates 
.yielded 

more. \ 

Kinsman Milos VKonjevich 
Joliet, I1L, gave $2u\. 

Public Aid Sought 



sary monies *nd complete the 
project in time 'for the world- 
wide Centenniadi celebration fo* 
the genius next year. ' 

••Spearheading t^e movement for 
recQgnition, especially atm o n p 
American elements, is the iTESLA_ 
SOCIETY, founded by sffentist- 
engineer Lela nd \Anderson, k fanat- 
ical admirer of the late Dr. Nikola 
Tesla. X 

Mr. Anderson right now is con- 
ducting a search for a famous por- 
trait of the Serbian electrical wiz- 
ard done at the turn of the century 
in New York. 



Seek Missing Portrait 

✓ 

In his current TESLAIAN sub- 
limation, Mr. Anderson revealed the 
work, by Princess Vilma Lwoff- 
several hundred dollars , Pa rlaghy, is missing. 

\ j Reviewing developments, Mr. 

Anderson wrote; 

"On March 1, 10 16, the Princess 
gave a reception In her new studio 
in New York especially to exhibit 



of 



Balance of the needed sum is now her latest protrait of Nrfcola Tesla. 
-being sought thru good-will offer- An article in the N?W YORK 
ings of the general Serbian popu- TIMES for March 2. 1016. stated— 



l«ce in the United States and Can- 
fund, similar to the one "be- 
eonducted to heln defray 
expernes on Shaddaud, 
' baen established. 
It ts hoped to raise the neces- 




'It was one of the beliefs c'f 
Mr. Tesla that there was some- 
thing untar-kv fcboot posinr for a 
nicture nnd. he never fiat to anv 
hef-'ty k* eoterg*the stnmo «f 
the ffrince^l^TSe^bom whfch she 
Iv>d chosen did not h*ve a sky- 



light in it and the nmeb fleafred 
North exposure was missing. 

• " 'At the suggestion of Mr. Tesla, 
a cluster of powerful incandescenta 
was put up in the corner of the 
apartment and the rays, filtered 
thru blue glass, were just the right 
quality. The portrait was shown 
under the same illumination. 
At Ease for Slttigg 
" "Mr. Tesla, having afJved the 
problem of the artifical #041, fell to 
thinking about other parts of the 
universe, and there he sat oblivious 
to his surroundings. 

" "The painter was stole to pn 
duce ft likeness in which there 
no evidence that the subject W; 
conscious that anybody w: 
watching him. much Iesi study- 
in e his features from the other 
side of the easel. 

" 'Among those who attended the 
reception were Mrs. C. B. Alex- 
ander. Henry P. Davison, the 
Countless de Rittenburg and Mrs. 
E. T. Isham.' 

After the Princess died, in 1923, 
her studio and all objects of art, 
wa« sold fit auction. 

The Telsa portrait, r J|x4* 
inches, appeared on the cover of 
TIME nyicatin* (July JS. Ml) 
and in the KLKCTf ICAI, MX* 
PFRIMENTEK yan^s**-***), 
Mr. Andemon says. g .. f 
Its location is hot haw known. 
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Half o 
For Statue Pledged 

Cadiz* O.. Serb Gives $ 100 
For Bust Image of Inventor 
To Be Placed at Monastery 

Pittsburgh, Pa.— Half of th$43000 fund goal for a statue j 
memorial of the late Dr. Nikola^feala has been realized, the I 
SIuF announced today. I 

1 In fact, total contributions counted so far come to 

'$1580. 

The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Bishop Nicola j 
for Serbian! to do honor for the* ■ •■ ; • ■ 

of the noted electrical historians, writer*, ed ucat or*, 



memory 

wizard during the world-wide 
Centennial celebration p tinned 
for the genius next year. 



scientist*, ate., woold act be 
misled, Bishop fficoJai believes. 

Be that as it may, the SNFs 
tfoal is to amass the needed mon- 
ies in time to erect and dedicate 
the memorial before the Tesla 
.Centennial celebration ends. 



Donors and the amounts 

their donations are as follows: 



In the wake of the plea, 
voiced at the recerJt 7th Con- 
vention at Niagara Falls, Can- 
ada, the delegates approved a 
$1000 gift from the SNF and 
decided to raise, by public 
grant, the balance of $2000. 

A hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevjch 
1 22 grass-roots leaders of the So- . . " Todor Dragich - 
ciotj raised another $450. Then,! " Petar Borovieh 
at li first meeting October 5, the SNF Coaneel M 9tm 
nevly-elected Executive. Board of Delegate N. Stepariovlch 



of 



iSNF 



the" SNF appealed to the mem' 
berahip at large to fulfill the bal- 
ance required- 

First Codtrihutkm $100 



!V.7 14 



A scant 24 hours after t)re ap- 
peal was published in the Society's 
"Srbobran" organ last Wednes-, 
day, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O., 1 
gave $100. . j. 

The proposed memorial, ai 
statue image, would be placed be- 
jfor* the entrance of the St. Sava 
'Serbian Monastery in LibertyviUe, 

ijn. 



Maxim Jakovac 
Ilija .fanjanin 
Lou Balta 
Jovan Vtrkcevteh 
Milan KajganoVieh 
Steven Rog*Ve 
Bosrdan D>a«l*Vih 
Milan Torhieh 
Todor Vuieteh 
Djuro Lukich 
C. Sfoisavrjevfcti 
R. Vukadinovieh 
.Tanko Mrmieh - 
Petar Maravigh 
Mirko Barenin 



1000.00 
200.00 
10.00 
25.00 
-\».00 

moo 

20.00 
20.00 
10.00 
10.00. 
ftKOO 
-10.00 

;.mo 

' 5.00 
5.00 
5,00 
$.00 
5-00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 



fcb 



ifa'on at Niagara FaDa, Can- 
», the delegate* approved 4 
000 rift from the SNs^asjs) 
ckled to raise* fay friHai 
mt, the balance of $2000. 



Centennial ilebratiesi end*. 

Doom d tha* aaaeiia n i M 

thatr donat*. m an ay.fftHovtft . .' 



i hand collection among the Delegate. M. Kosjovfe* ' f 
grass-roots leaden of aW.&rU " Todor Praffcfc 
t r.U«d anaiher JV» Borov^ - > 

L first meeting OweSer i, Am &*tcmn**K 9»&t 
jly-elected Executive. Board of Delegate K Sea*"*©*** 
SNF appealed to the^aoenv 
ship at large to fttlfill the bal- 
e required. . ..<. 



First Contribution $100 

\ scant 24 hours after tk* ap- 

il was published in the Society** 
bobran" organ last Wednes- ( 
/, Sime ZeKch of Cadiz. Q., ; 
e$100. , L 

Hie proposed memorial, a j 
tue image, would be placed be- i 
e the entrance of the St. Sava 
rbian Monastery in Libertyville, 



Maxim Jakov**- 
IKja JanjaAfas > ' 
Lou Baits it 

Jovan VufccevWs, 
Milan KajgaJMnHeK 
Steven Rogulfa 
Bosdan DT*aitfe& 
Milan TornieH. ' 
Todor Vuicieh 
Djuro LukieH 
C. Stoisavljevich 
R. Vukadinovteh 
Tanko Mrmich * 
Petar Maravich 
Mirko Baranin 
Stanko Jelich 



* ★ * * 

f*rof. Anthonv Tomovich 
( Edmonton, > Alberta, 
Can.) 

Teta Andia Mamula 
(Pittsburgh) 

Martha Mamula Bjelosh 



"There It would proclaim to 
na of thousands of Serbian 
sitors annually that "Nikola 
es?a was clf Serbian immigrant 
ock and son of a Serbian 
rthodox clergvman," Bishop 
icolai declared. 

For half a century and more, 
- general American public has ( Pittsburgh) 
en misled anent the nationality Q; mf . ^ e licK (Cadiz, O.) 
the man who foretold the com- MMinko Alexich, war invalid 
I of atomic energy power. (Omaha, Nebr.) 

Only recently, a prominent 
American magazine listed him, 
^correctly, as of Croatian „ _ 
lock. The mistake was subseq- 
uently puhlklv corrected with 
oologies by the publication. 
But lacking an imase reference, 
th historical statistics, similar 
-ors are likely in the future. 

Old References Poor 




10.00 

5.00 

10.00 
00.0' 



Total 



$ I.' 



Hie magazine publication, for 
stance, explained it obtained its 
c erence material from an an ti- 
nted guide book. 
Since the misleading matter 
;re was never challenged bv 
rbians and other interested 
rties before, the magazine Iogi- 
lv assumed it was factual. 

Erection rif a bust statu*, 
'so listinv Dr. Teste's **a»e of 
irth. bir*hn1aee, nare***, r*c. 
'onUJ counter Hie oM irrrtde 
nd make certain that future 



— the honoring, forever, of two of Serbia's best-known immi- 
grant sons who contributed so greatly to the\ welfare and 
prosperity of their adopted America. \ 

We hope to report developments as soon as they take 
plhceu remembering Bishop Nikolai's concluding remarks: 

"Nikola Tesla, in the field of science, brought the 
Serbian name great glory — just a» did the greatest Serbian 
knights on the field of battle." 



lol 



23 June 56 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington £5, D.C, 



Gentlemen: 



During my senior year at Georgetown University I read J.J.O'Niel'e 
Biography of NlJtoli Teslai the book, entitled *rodlgal Genius" 
described quite a few of Teslai experiments, most of which I (ried 
myself in the physics lab. I am interested in reviewing Tesla ! s 
experiments in wireless electric power transmission. 

Unfortunately, Tesla died in 1945 just at the time he supposedly 
had developed a system of wireless power transmission* Since World 

i l ?* 8 01021 in progress his papers were seised and sealed by the 
^MhJ< BUpP Kn! noiJftiU 1 ! papers have been released for 

publication, but a call to the Library of Congress prodded no 
results. Therefore, I have two questions; « m, 



1) Does the F.B.X* now have Tesla's scientific papers? 

2) If so, are they available for public Inspection? 
If they were released, who has them? 

I ,?JJ?*£ n i y *PPr 0 ci«te any help you can give me aloag these lines. 
Tesla published very little of his findings; this, couple! with the 
ract tnat wireless power is connected by most people with "Death Rays" 

52 the^sSbjSct. 11 * 8 **** " n6arly impo8aible for m0 *° anything 




RECORDED - 8t> ' 
INDEXED - 86 

:-i22 




L INFORMATION CONTAINED 

IaEIN IS unclassified 

DATE-g^g^BYcf^/M*/^ 



Juw 19, 1980 





/ 



Tour latter tfabd Ana U, UM, baa fcaaa raeatod, 
and in rejponaa to your ineulry, I wgnl4 like to ajtftaa that aor , ; 
files raOaat that the eVaate of WlartaTaaU vara titan into aaWedy 
aftar hla death by the. Offiea al Alia© Property e*4 pot by thla Bureau. 

Knee we 4M aot parttaipate la the handUn* ef 

Mr. Teala*a affects, we are unable to supply the Information 
you requested* 

Uncerely yours, 



JUN2 91956 
MAILED 24 




loUon 



Board man 

Nichols _ 
Belmont _ 

Harbo 

Wohr 



Parsons 
Rosen _ 
Tsmm _ 
Sizoo 
lioitrrpwd 
Tele. 
HolloiA 
Gandy 



* i * 

John Wear Hooter % I XX 

Director ? -n S 

. a, £ ■«*> 

NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspondent and reveal thfej^ovftec 
spelling of Tesla's name as "Nikola, " Bufiles reflect this tyjjie ofje^ h 
been utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answeifcg sSnjJxr 
inquiries. {65-47953; 100-2237) Cover memo from Mr. Belmont 9> ^ 
Boar dm an 6-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned ton 
>4eath ©i Sfeslft, a famous electrical inventor* Bureau was not involved 
in this matter, and the opening of the safe containing Ms effects was done 
by j^e-jOffice of Alien Property. 
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Office tAfflft^ \^ldutn • UNITED wr- GOVERNMENT 
to " : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE; 7/25/57 

SAC, HEW YORK (65-12290) ^f^ft^V^ n 

NIKOLA T&SLA (Deceased) v ^/t, V Ji-~ ■ 

is -yd r^t^*^L 



UBJECT: 



S 






«wHL&^ 

tARET^TOR] 



<f«> 



Street, New York $$0 -ft 

24, New York, a United o'tates citizen of Yugoslav x v J 
extraction, who on occasion, voluntarily Tarnishes 
the New York Office with Information he considers to 
be in the intereste of the Security of the United 
States Government, furnished Special Agent 

NICHOLAS J*MASTR0VICH the following info rmati on on . . \ . 

Juay 3, 1957: : JfiL t JU A^ a 9?$*'t*l 

;ated that a certain woman named 
Mrs. MARGARETT^TORM who Uvea with her husband, 
JOHN, at the colonial Hotdl,_51 West 8lst Street, New 
York 24, New ?drk,~Has been issuing newsletters which 
coTitadn^nf armation pertaining to flying saucers 
anfl>*frfe!planet^^ ^ fif ( ^ S If 

stated that in his opinion Mr. and (h)M(b) 
Mrs. STORM are exploiting the reputation and genius 
of NIKOLA TESLA, deceased, inventor of Yugoslav 
extraction who ahieved world wide fame as a result of 
his inventions in the United States. 

TESLA was bom in Smiljan, Yugoslavia in 
July, 1859 and came to the United States in 1894 
and became a naturalized United States citizen. In 
1886 TESLA designed the arc-lighting system and two 
J ears later he invented the Tesla motor and designed 
a plan f6r the transmission of alternating current. - 
In subsequent years, TESLA 1 s discoveries and inventiostd*'* 
inclided such fields and appliances as wireless > 
communication, eleOtoribaljdSqJW-ifttion, radiant" power and 
radio active matter. Xfter 1900, communications^ ^ 
and wireless power transmission occupied most off* 



his 

1 - 



research. 

Bueau (RM) (Encs.2r . 
Has E0gElesco (Info) (En 
New York (65-12290) 




(rm) ' - 



NJMimcd 



i^tb 1957 



BtCOROEO-55 
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JUL 29 1957 



c 



'J 



10 



HY 65-12290 



TESLA' a only military invention was -a method 
to wfcich he onoe Eluded but-meia* f ully £eecribed; ; 
This "Invention was a means thereby an impenetrable 
"wall of force" can be erected around the United . 
States* bordera which would render helpless any 
military attack. TRSLA disclosed the' existence 
of his plan in 193^ And stated he Intended to present 
it to the aeneva Conference but seldom .referred to It 
afterward. ; 1 



The "New York Times" dated 9/22/iKJ7 \ 
carried an article setting forth VlfiDUftrZSLA 1 s plan for a 
"Death Ray". Ibis article included" information to 
the effect that TESLA, on his 84th birthday, July 10, 1940, 
advised Hew Yor k Times reporter WILLIAM ^^ttfWfiESCE 
that he was ready to divulge to the tJhited' States 
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which 
he said airplane motors would be melted at a distance 
of 230 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of 
defense would be built around the country against any 
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no natter how 
large. According to TESLA, this "teleforce" nas 
based on an entirely new principle of Physics that 
"no one has ever dreamed about" and was different from 
tte principle embodied in his inventions relating to 
the transmission cf electrical power from a distance, 
for which he received a number of basic patents. 

TESLA stated that this new type of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a 
square o~§$ej?imeter in diameter and could be 
generated from a special plant that would cost no more 
than two million dollars and would take only about three 
months to cors tract. TESLA. stated that a dzen much *- 
plants located at strategic points along the wast, ^ 
according to TESLA, would-be enough to defmnd the 
United States against all possible aerial attacks. 
TESLA stated that this beam would melt any engine 
and would also ignite explosives aboard any bomber. 
TESLA stated that no possible defense against it could 
be devised and he asserted that the beam would be all 
penetrating. 
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NY 65-12290 

TESLA stated to Mr. LAWRENCE that be 
"makes one Important stipulation before he would 
divulge this secret to the United, States Ctoverament 
and that was that should the United State Government 
decide to take up his otter, he would go to work at . , 
once hut that the Ttaited States Government would nave 
to trust him. TBSLA stated that he would suffer 
"no interference from experts." ^ ; ^ . - ' 

In this *Nev York Times" article Mr. LAURENCE 
commented that wish conditions as they were in 19*0* 
and with the United States getting ready to spend 
millions of dollars for National Defense, Mr. TESLA 1 s 
great reputation as an inventor, who always was many : 
years ahead of his time, should be given careful •' ' 
consideration. Mr. LAWRENCE stated, In Ms opinion, 
the United States Government should take Mr. TESLA 
at his word and commission him to go ahead with the 
construction of his "teleforce" plant. 

The New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no 
Indication that any additional developments were 
carried on in connection with TESA's invention and 
whether or not TESLA fully divulged his new plan 

to the United States Government. 

TESLA died at the age of 85 on January 7* 19^3. 



Mr. provided a two page copy of the 

above mentioned newsletter which Mr. and Mrs. STCRM ^ 
have been distributing in connection with the alleged 
invention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. ad 
Mrs. STORM, consists of a radio type machine known as 
the Tesla Set which was Invented by Mr. TESLA In 1938 
for interplanetary communication. Mr. and Mrs. STORM 
claim that TESLA' s engineers did not complete the 
Tesla Set until-after TESLA' s Ceath in 1943. Nr. ajid 
Mrs. STORM claim that this Set was placed inoopesfclon 
in 1930 and since that time TESLA engineers! have been 
in close touch with space ships, etc. 
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NY 65-12290 

The Sewsletter furnished by Br .^^^ Included 

the following names: •> *v,- 

KABOffiT STORM 

JOHN STORM ' ' • 

CffiQRflirTAN 1ASSEL, Yucca Valley, Calif orn£a / 7 

MiS^g jtxZ^ ■ — ^ - — 

QBORdSwflMGf London, Engla nd 

The files of the Be* York Office contained* 
no pertinent infonaation regarding any of the fr^Bf+A *! U 
above mentioned individuals. .i— / 

Two fcfeotostatlc copies of "this newsletter 
are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of 
information while one copy is being submitted to 
the Los Angeles Officeflbr information purposes. 



- 4 - 



13 




kr. J. Edgar Hoover 

bear Sir: I- Ul.^-- - J 



\ INFORMATION COfJTAINED 



t 




I an hopeful that you can help me obtain certain information 1 - 
on records and data, v.hich belonged to Dr. Nj.Kolj^Tesla . / 
He was an Electrical Engineer and prolific inventor .~ 

He wjs born in Yugoslavia in 1856 and diea in the 
United States, New York City, January 7th, 1943. He was a 
naturalized citizen of tnis country. 

The only information I cculd find of nis records was 
a report that the F.B.I, removed his papers for examination, 
and that the recoras were sealed by the custodian of alien 
property. 

1 have been uoint; some theoretical research of my 
own, v.hich I believe may be along the same lines he followed 
in certain of nis experiments. I also believe the development 
of his ideas vould be in the interest of cur country regardless 
of i.hn developes them. 

If it is at all possible for me to have access to 
at ler.st some of his experimental .\ork, I would certainly 
appreciate it. I an* not oble, btj reason of the vast finances, 
which -.vould be re luired, to conduct such experiments myself, 
so the cata he m^oe and collected v^ould be invaluable. 

Of course, it is possible that his records ao not 
contain material pertinent to nis electronics work, because 
from what I unuerst.-.nd from reading about hira, he kept most 
of his records in his head and write down very little of his 
data. 



It is also possible that some of his iaeai are 
impractical, but I fe£l sure tnat certain of his ideas will 
be of immense value to our country within the next several 
decades or even before, if they are developed at a rapid rate. /.--'' 




"71 



\ 



Mirth 14, l»tt 




»tf Mr AIM l5tlrt U t*a 
takon Into c*oto*fr after UMbA tar ** Mkt of 
Amtte Dojoft««tof*rtloo ^^•%l,^^/^^:4%^-i^V^'; 

Dr. Teela** effect*, wt are unable to auvpty the taforaatton you 

requested. 
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OafcTE: Bof&es reflect bo record on corresponnMt. sUBeo rteflec 
Mte of reply bas been utilized la the joet in anawerlng aitoilar togalries 

YiV w electrlfaj Inventor. Soreau ^Mflet invStart ift this 
^•-4 * of tkktftk '**" 

WW* 




ToUen 
Nlcboli 
Boardran 

5= mailed 19 Jn\4 3***" 

Trott« |^ O it f r- \ 

Tt)«.Rooro ^" ^ ' Ji'^;j W6I ' * 

Holloman , , V ..-'** fi ^ V ** 

Gandy 



MAIL ROOM O 




1^ 

1 



. ' ' INFORMATION CONTAINED 

d/juuL loui.^ ~:m is UNCirsTp . 
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July 2, I960 




Tol*on _ 

Belmont 
De Loach 
McGuite 

Mohi 

Poisons 
Rosen 

Tarnm 

Trotter 
W.C. Sulliv 
Tele. Roori- 
Hcllo.r.an -* 
Gandy . ., . — 




& reflect ttet UK *fiMta tf. 



,» v.: 




JUL 2 1959 
CDHwrsr 



Sincerely yours, 

v.: .^•"••s4-->f-^-:^ 



t; a*.":. 



NOTE: Baa* 100-JPB7 r«Q»ct» Bat nr. T^^ajwH Mram B 
Ky »fl into iiiiM tl i nrt aj rt Twnd*. ^ j^^^rrpaifA OmOaM,'' }>r 

Offic« tf Allen Prajpft? of the-lgw^entaW «d so, withe abov*._- 
reply fc *rwarded ftu«w*«r tpvtiated l u ^ felw. . ^ ' . ' .^<**i 
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OPTION At fO«*t NO 10 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum ^ 

to : MR. TROTTEBt L. ^ 



/ , M date: 12-6-60 



from A. K. Bowl^^k 

subject: NIKOLA TESLA (DECEASED) 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 





telephoned December o ana was reterrea to went 
by switchboa rd becau se he wanted to talk with someone in charge of records 
of deceased. ^^H^^said he is making a research study for U. S. Air Force 
on subject of geophysics. His deadline is ten d^ys from now. JflH^Vsaid 
he just discovered a sentence in a book by John J^O'Neill entlue^The 
Nferqdigal .Genius — The Life of Nikola Tesla, " wWc^; states the FBI took 
^qstody of papers from Tesla T s safe after his death Irl New York City in 
19^. Tesla was a world-famous Yugoslav scientist anq_inventor in the 
electrical field who died January 7, 1943, in New York pity. JH^BPre- 
queste^mmediate access to Tesla 1 s scient ific works which ma^sned light 
on 4fl^F research study. I told fll^^we would have somebody from 
ourBoston Office contact him immediately. 



& 

(7) 
<&> 



Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investigation of Tesla has been con- 
ducted by Bureau. Since erroneous statement concerning FBI's taking 
custody of papers from Tesla 1 s safe after his death appeared in O'Neill's 
book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from 
scientists desiring to review Tesla' s writings. Each inquiry has been 
answered by stating FBI did not participate in handling Tesla* s effects, but 
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart-^ 
ment of Justice may have examined Tesla' s effects. (File indicates that 
representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla 1 s f 
possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final disposi^ 
tion was made of Tesla 1 s possessions.) 

A teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent 
^telephoned again to furnish me the exac t jage in O'Neill's book in 
which he refers to the FBI. At that time I told flflRPthe statement in the 
book was untrue — that theFBI had not examined or taken custody of Tesla's 
papers. I suggested tcJ^H^that he might contact Office of Alien Property. 
(Therefore, teletype to Boston was not necessary. )/C O - f *2-3_ 7 ' j I 

ACTION: 



For record. 

6flf&K 1 3 1960 

Bu file 100-2237' 
1- Mr. Belmont 



mi 



■jftsDEC 8 360 



1 




February 14, 1961 

K«f^ r S u iSf«™5SS gation ' INFORMATION CONTAINED 

Washington 25, D. C. '"^lu IS UNCLA°S!FIlD n , 

u ear sir: CATE^^By^%4^ 

I am a college student who is doing a research paper 

on Nikola'^fesla. As I was collecting the material for my 

paner, I discovered that at the time of Tesla's death, the 

deDartment of the F.B.I, confiscated the data and papers 

that Tesla had collected from his research in the field of 

electricity. This confiscation of his material was stated 

y Jcr," Q 'Veil 
in the PRODIGAL GhNIUS by J.J>T>'Neil f published in 1944 at 

New York city by Uashburn Inc. 

I have developed an interest in the discoveries and 
accomplishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the 
shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have 
any information concerning Nikola Tesla that you are per- 
mitted to release , I will since rly appreciate your co- 
operation in helping me give the proper recognition, to this 

, . . REC-55 100- 

great scientist and American. Below I have listed Tfle 

facts that mav be heloful to vou: 5 FEB28 1951 

EX.-/ 6 



1. Born in 1856 at Smiljan, Crotia, now Yugoslavia 
?. Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a 
short time with the Edison Co. at Orange, N.J. 
?. iJied on January 7, 1943 at New York city 

Thanking you for your time and co-operation that I hnve .-'^ 





I remain, 



Sincerly Yours, 
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Tolaon _ 
Poisons - 

Mohr 

Belmont . 
Callohan 
Conrad — 

DeLoach. 
Evans 
Mai one 
Rosen 
Tavel 
T roller 
W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Ingram 
Gandy 




Tebmarytt, 1961 




.a..... 



Tour letter of February M, 1961; laJfreen 
recetvod, and the Interest which prompted jwm to write is 



In response to your inquiry, I wish to advise 
that our files reflect that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, alter his death* by the Office of Alien 

Knee we did not participate in the haadtfag etDr. Mli'i 
off acts, we are vnabie to sappty the information yoo desire 

CO 



FEB 2 31961 



COMM-FBf 



•iaceraly yovs, 




Jota Edgar Koortr 

V, '"i r r' < <J*rictar - _ • .. 
NOTE: No record could be located in fiofiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, mnd at the tiine of his death, ai^y \ v 
of his personal paper's and effects ^ere helieved |aagerbuB fe\$e * • 
Country's security If they felt *ntoMuthori*ed harts* -Me ■ . . ' 

/^Prodigal Genius " by Joh^X.^TTfsiU alleges that thf<?BI took, 
over ascertain sale and opened it, appropriating his^roperty.^ V, ^ 
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property^ 
the Department who did so, and the above reply is forwarded in 
answer to related inquiries. ^s^^ 



%0 
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November 21, 1962 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.O. 



I 
I 



Gentlemen: 

I am making a study, motivated out of personal curiosity, into the 

O 

life and works of flikola Tesla» Kr. Tesla died on January 7 f 1943 in the 
Hotel New Yorker. Since ?«B«I. Operatives opened his safe and took his 
papers for examination, I wonder if these papers are available for perusal? 
If they are available, where woulri they be located, ».nd are copies available 
to the public? 

I ara a citizen of the Unite? States, end have been cleared for security 

the latest one beinf for work on 

Thank you very much for any information or help you nay be able to 
give me in this raatterlJ 

Respectfully yours, 






ft 



sss- 



November J7, 1962 





Tour letter of November tUt has be«n rtcelved. 





In response to tout inquiry, 1 would like to point 
out that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla pm impounded, after 

his death, by the Office of Allen Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. Since this Bureau did not participate 
In the handling of Dr. Teste's effects, I am unable to supply the 
Information you desire. 

Sincerely yours* 

J. Edgar Hoover 

John Idgar Hoover 
Director 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable wMh correspondent. * 
Bufile 100-2237 shows Qiat Dr. Tesla. *as on© world's . ■-* - 

outstanding scientists in the electrical field, and at the time of 
-his death, all of his personal paper* an4 effects were believe* 
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into ^authorized 
lunds. The book, "Prodigal Genius/* by JohnJ. O>Neil, alleges . 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating 
Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indicate #*a**t was the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department whtph %id so, and the above reply 
has been forwarded in answer to relate'd inquiries. Dr. Tesla was 
bom iff" Yugoslavia *n.d died in New York City 1-7-43. 

(3) ^ 
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YCJ 10 March 1964. 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sirs, 

For some time, have beea wondering about the matter 
of what was reported on the lat e Nikola Teste , the inventor. He died 
during early January 1943, while in residence at the Hotel New Yorker, 
New York City. Accounts have it that his belongings (papers, etc.) were 
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything ran be learned about this. 

Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third 
week of April. This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything 
relating to the question. 



Sincerely, 





March 18, 1*64 





IP 

Your letter of March 10th has baa* received. 



fc reapooae to your Inquiry, I woald Uka la fatal out 

that tha effects ef Dr. Nikola Taala ware Iwponwled, altar Mm death, 

by the Office of Allen Property of the Department of Justice and not 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handlin g of Dr. Taala* B 
effects, I am unable to supply the information you desire. 



"Mailed 19 
MAR 18 1964 



CQMM-FBI 

[NOTE 
VBufUe 



Sincerely your*, 



I Mm Beam 

John Edgar Boover 
Director 



^7 

CD: 
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'NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believe 
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The 
book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. CFNeil, alleges that the FBI took over a 
certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate 
that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whaljdid so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. A 

& 
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Sir, 

Accordmg to "Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa" 
by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the 
safe of Mr. Festa about 1945 yr. Is this true. If so are the 
papers declasified yet? If so may I obtain a coi 




: Sir, 

fy-r. Xkl*. «U«* Hityr. Jo,j£^ 



/ 





„, ...fnviMIOHCOHTMWED 
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REC-tt 



Jan* 21, 1904 




p. 2 



Tour card of June 16th bat been received. x 

In response toyour Inquiry, I would like to point out 
that the effects o f Dr. WkolrTesU w ere impounded, after his death, 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not 
by the FBI. 81 nee we did not participate In the handling of Dr. Testa* s 
effects, I am unable to furnish the Information you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 



Mm Edgar Hoover 




NOTE: No record could be located in Buttles identifiable with correspondent. 
Buttle 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical invent< 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized han< 
The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took ov 
a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Buttles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did a 
and the above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. 
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OREGON STATl JNIYERSITY ' corvalus, oregon 97331 

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE Reply to: DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SCIENCE 

March 28, 1967 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Department of Information 
9th Street § Pennsylvania Aven, N.W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs: 



" ' ' INFORMATION CONTAINED 
^-FlNISUNCLA^'FlED/i , 
DATE j££^L BY^fe4?£ 



I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and 
I am attempting to write a research paper on a very eccentric scientist 
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola Tesla, a naturalized American of 
Serbian extraction, and he died Tn~his hotel room in New York City on 
January 8, 1943. 

During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly 
invented a "Death Ray" which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr. 
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but 
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of 
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla 
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the 
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover 
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might 
actually have been some crude type of laser. 

In Tesla's biography, "Prodigal Genius", by John J. O'Neill, the author 
states on page 277 : 

"Operatives from the F.B.I, came to Tesla's hotel 
room shortly after his death and opened the safe 
in his room. They took the papers that it con- 
tained in order to examine them for a reported 
secret invention of possible use in the war..." 

I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning 
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and' have 
found nothing. Does the F.B.I, still have these papers or can you tell 
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any 
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre- 

ciated - /oo ?331- _ 

Sincerely yours, 



-1 



ft 



) 




I, 



April 3, 1967 






Talson 

DeLoach . 

Mohi 

W.ck 

Casper 

Callahan 

Cor: i ad 

Pel! 
Golf 




Your letter of March 38th baa been received. 

In response to your Inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by the 
FBL Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
effects, I am unable to famish the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death, 
all of his personal pagers and effects were believed dangerous to 
the country's security ft ^ fell into unauthorized hands, The 
book, "Prodigal Genius,/? Ijy John J. O'Neil, aUetfes tha* the FBI 
took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. 
Bufiles clearly Eradicate tyiat it was the Office* ^f»Alien property of 
the Department which did so, and the above^eply is forwarded in 




^•^^answer to related inquiries 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 



• :"-^rHTir;r M TW*iEB5, i»69 

: Z^iNIS U;JCL.^S!FIED n . . 

In the year 1943 the F.B.I, confiscatedall of the papers 
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, N ikola^Tes la. These 
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord- 
ing to the books I've read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds 
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines. 

I have studied all of the material on this man and have 
found him to be more intelligent than the great "Brain" of his time, 
Thomas Edison. 

Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse 

Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara 7 

Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of / 

Alternating Current when men like Edison said "it would never work. M / ^ 

What I am wondering is, maybe these papers could be 
reclassified from whatever "Top Secret" classification they now have 
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can 
gain knowledge from them. 

I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments 
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried. 

It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about 
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time. 

I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he 
knows all of Tesla's ideas. And studying other men's ideas is the way ^ 
to advance in science faster. / . ' 'p 7 ~~ JjL 

I hope something can be done to get these papers f ejease^. 



o tiL ft hi xJL 3. sr. 

y'r - / 



41 
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March 4, 1969 




- . ^o^ATlON CONTAINED 

^EiNisyNaRr rlcn ^ 




Your letter of February 25th has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop- 
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. 8ince we did 
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla*s belongings, I am unable 

to furnish the information you desire. GLpppyfof your communication 
has been referred to the Department of Justice. 
Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



MAILED 10 



MAR 4 - 1959 



COMM-FBI 



ft 



Tolson _ 
DeLooch 
Mohr 

Bishop - 

Cosper _ 
Ca.lar.an 
Conrad 
felt 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthor- 
ized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J. OWeU, alleges 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop- 
erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded 
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant 
Attorney General, Civil ni vision nf the Department. 






April 8 ? 1970 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Director of Central Records 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: , . 

appreS ^search paper on Nic^T^a and would 
fo?i r : w LT i nfo™a?°o n : OUld PleaSe Pr ° Vlde me w " h the 

persona. Tf 1 ?" Why dW * 0Ur Eurea " ^pound his 

jZut^ \ iolt S x r edlatel y after his death on 
January 7, 19^3. Secondly, could you provide a list 

L tn S \ effeCtS ' and lastl y> when were they released 
and to whom were they given. eleasea 

Thanking you for the information 





Aprtl 14, IBM 





PFORMATION CONTAINED 
TIN IS UNCLASSIFII 

<2> 



> 



5° 

In reply to your Inquiry of April 8th, the effects 
of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after hi* death, by the 
Office of Allen Property of the Department of Justice and not by 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
belongings, I am unable to famish the information yon desire. 
A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart- 
ment of Justice for any help it may be able to offer. 

Sincerely yours, 
r Edjgar HooverT 



MAILED 9 

APR 14 1970 

COMM-FBI 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Sfesla was a world-famous electrical 
inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and 
effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J. 
O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
/pffj* e of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above 
On*nki s f° rwara,e d m answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred 




stant Attorney General, Civil Divisi on of }\\ 
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July 15, 1070 



\ 



To] son _ 

Walte;s _ 
Mohr 

Bishop 

Cosfei 

Ca I labor, — 

Contad 

Felt 

Gcle 

Rosen w . 
Sullivan*^. 
Tavel -U- 

Soya;s 

Tele- Poor, 
Holies 




REC-3 - I 7 



Tour letter was received on July 13th and the interest 
which prompted yon to write to me is appreciated. With respect to 
your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
and U*e FBI did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belong- 
ings. ^b addition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of 
the'lederal Government and matters such as you mentioned do not 

o 

come within the scope of this Bureau's authority. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical Inventor, and, 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
hands. Bufile s indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department 
_ appropriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used (£ 
Ad W r related inquiries. 





mi 







, ,..FnnM.^! CONTAINED 

Mr. J. Edgar Ho»ver, " n *" 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington D. C. 0 




Dear Sir, 



I am writing this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil- 
trated with foreign agents, aud there la a very good chance this could be of extreme 
importance ffbr the defence of our nation. 

I met a man a number of years ago that was raised on Long Island in the 
neighborhood where Mr. Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. He told ae 
of Mr. Tesla's notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his 
equipment. It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and 
could be found. 

Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals 
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr. Marconi, who received the credit, and 
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math 
to keep up with his work. 

He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the w«rld and 
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to this was violently 
disliked and didnot receive acknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes 
read by this man told of the radio transmission of electricity being brought to a 
high degree of effiency. 

Kow here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my 
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, I made a 
currant events report on an article appearing in a small publication of that n-tme 
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tnis 
article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that 
if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border 
of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a verticil 
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass 
as it would shatter or lose it's monecular coohesion. It was refused. 



There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What 
a defence, and boy do we need it. 2£-22f^ d£Q £ /OO J 3 

I have had some results along this line with structured vortices or mag- 
netic fields, but do not have the technical equipment or Jcnowl edee to carry out 
further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals witfi~par'tlUly accelerate 
ion, and it works to the best of my knowledge. 



UJ. k>UIIgi COO . I 

37- n 

■d vortices Oi i 




6 DECEMBER 1971 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHIHOTOH, D.C. 

Dear Sin 

I have recently begun a collection and reading file of all 
matters pertaining to HikolA'eala. In ao doing I waa amaxed to find 
that upon his death; January 7, 1943, in HYC, your bureau confined 
his papers. Hay I ask if you 8 till "have them in Jail". I am extremely 
interested in his work(s) and am trying to establish my own "Tesla" 
library. Your assistance would be greatly appreciated* 




December 14, 1971 



LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
«*J»> HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED fj . 

Tour letter of December 6th has been received. 

In response to your Inquiry, the effects of 

Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. We did not participate in the handlina 
of Dr. Tesla' s belongings in any way. Copies of your 
Communication and my reply have been referred to the 
/Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours. 




Tolson 

Felt 

Roson 

\lohr 

Bishop 

Miller. E.S. 

Callahan 

Caspt-r 

Conrad 

Dalbe> 

Cleveland _ 

Fonder 

Bates 

Tave 
Walters 
So>ars 
Tele . Room 
Holmes 

Candy . 




J, Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. TesTa 
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his 
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal 
Genius,- by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro- 
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same 
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant 
attorney, Civil Division, of the Department, 





58 dec 2 1 

Room .. « 
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Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
Ninth Street and Pennsylvania 
Northeast Washington D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs, 

Upon rea ding a biography on Nlkola^Tesla . I found the urge to 

Ittt Tit ^? ini and hiS works - At the end of the dooa it was 
Stated that the F.B.I, went to his hotel room gathered up his 

E£w r f/?£ ? d th6m ln a VaUlt ' The thin « I would like to 

know is the real reason they were locked up and If it would be 

possible to see some of these records and any other works of 
tlx s ■ 

I can think of only one possible reason afi to cause of his 
records being locked up ann that is because he was too far 
advanced for his time. This s ems to be the onlv logical 
solution, but, with technology much more advanced now than in 
heleft e off W ° Uld Seem llkely that scientists take over where 

Please let me know If I can look at the records and if you can 
Please answer my question of the real reason his records were 




I 



&W8 



October 31, 1972 



r 



Felt 

Baker 

Bales 

Bishop 

Callahan _ 
C love land 

Conrad 

Dal bey _ 

-Jenkins 

Mursh;i|] _ 
\I iticr, K .S 

Ponder . 

So> ats 
Wallers 




"FORMATION CONTAINED 
i H~E!N IS UhCLASSIFIi . ^ 
HATF 9-3 WjMhn/MZ 



Your letter was received on October 26th. 



In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI . Since 
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla* s belongings, 
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward- 
ing a copy of your conmunication and of this reply to the 
Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

L, Patrick Gray III ' 



HSESIB 

OCT 3 11972 



L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Director 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237 
reflect^ that. Qr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the tifive of fli^s death, all of his personal, papers and effects were 
believed dangeroujs ,to the country's security if they fell into 
unauthS&iwsd hands . ^The book , "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, 
alleges tnatOthe , FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating hie^'ptfcperty . Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of Alien ^Property of the Department which did so, and the 
above reply is forv/arded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of 
letter referred to Assistant Attorney General, .Civil Division of 
the Department. 




TELETYPE UNIT 
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r-FORMATlO'l CONTAINED ^ 



A^c^^U^ ^cLcum*^ ~L& tut, 

c$L CUVrv OJY\. 
jUUM^rfKJc j^-Uajl. IZslgQ^ckI Jb^X 




Aprtt U, 1973 




ft\ M L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
8$ ; : SRHNISUNCUSSIE^ 

DATEJZ-^B^M^ 



Toar totter was received 00 April 9th. 

m response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola. 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Property 
of the Department of Justice and not by the FBL Since we did not 
participate in the handling ol Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to 
furnish the information you desire. A copy of your communication and 
of this reply have been referred to the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 



Mr. Felt 

Hi. Baker 

Mr. Callahan _ 
Mr. Cleveland 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Gebhardt _ 
Mr. Jenkins 

Mr, Marshall 

Mr. Miller, E.S. _ 
Mr. Soyar 
Mr. Thompson 
Mr. Wallers 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Kioley 
Mr, Armstrong 
Mr, Bowers 
Mr. Herington 
Ms. Herwig 
Mr. Mintz 
Mrs. Neenan 



L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. ^Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the 
country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal 
Genius, " by John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and 
opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, an$l the above reply 
is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. /Copy of letter tefenred to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division fit the 'Departments f" 
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n _ J -l 



Dureau ui investigax-ion 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 



Gentlemen : 



■-^Vis'u;:classified , 



I would like to knowz-^-f any microfilm or other 
reproductions of jjlknla, Tesla 'g notes and papers exist at 

VOUT* nf f IfO. Todlo WD Q a fannno O/ilaviH at wUn ^ A ~.A 4 ~ 

. _ — - svv— uar •- v i-» J. — "J vwiw WAS,.IW*.WU »* - J V U ^ C-t J. J J 

New York City. The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered 
his safe shortlv after this to remove his papers for 
examination for the war effort. After the nar the papers 
were offered to any group that would start a museum to 
house them. No one accepted and the papers were finally 
sent to the Tesla Museum in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, sometime 
in the e^rly 1950's, possibly j>st before 1954; Tesla was 
the inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase system, as 
well as all flourescent and neon lamps. He was a major 
cioneer in the early days of radio and discovered many 
of the early principles of radar. Ke declined nomination 
of a Nobel Pri 2 e. He was a naturalised citizen of America 
and said he valued his citizenship papers above all his 
awards and possessions. Despite this, all his papers were 
sent to another nation. 

I would like to examine some of his papers from 1899 and 
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only 
seen a condesr.sed copy of his research from Colorado 
springs, but am unable to obtain copies. The principles 
and equipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still 
useful in my research. 

I would greatly appreciate help in this matter. 





JUN 291 07 3 



P.S. Tesla died in January of 19^3 and shortly after fc hl g 
the papers were removed from his safe. The original 
copies of these papers were sent abroad prior to 195^, as 
I believe it was in that year the Yugoslavs founded the 
Tesla Museum (not to be confused with the Tesla Institute). 



%■ 
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EX-.109 



June 27, 1973 



REC-26 




<J OK 






Your letter was received on June 25th. 

In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tssla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the 
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. A copy of your communication 
ar.d of this reply have been referred to the Department 
of Justice. 

Sincerely yours , 
William D. Ruckelshaus 




Felt_ 
Baka. 



Callahan _ 
Cleveland _ 

Conrad 

GeWiardt _ 

-Jenkins 

Marshall _ 
Milter. E.S. 
■wyara 



' hompsofi 

-alters 

■ Room 

'aise 

ames 

■mvers 

■nnglon 

<nmy 

mlz 

.udley 

logan 



William D. Ruckelshaus 
Acting Director 

fcoTE :; Bufiles indicate one letter to correspondent dated 
i-15-66 in reply to his inquiry regarding the Air Force's 
5 roject Blue Book and UFO sightings .^fBufile 100-2237 reflects 
:hat Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by 
John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe 
and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the office of Alien Property of the 
Department that did so, and the above reply is forwarded in 
answer to related inquiries, copy of letter referred to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department.) 
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FORMATION CONTAINED 
IS UNCLASSIFIED,, 
DATEJ^£^-BY^ >W^~ 



I -i—vr-i 



This is to acknowledge receipt of your Preedost of 
In format ion- Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request forwarded to the FBI 
by the Department of Justice on October 22n§. ^ 

In response to your request for files pertaining 
to Nikola Tea la, please be advised that in order to preserve 
the privacy of an individual who may be the subject of a 

similar inquiry, it has been necessary for the FBI to maintain 
the practice of not Indicating whether we do or do not have 
such information in our files. 

If you can provide notarised authorisation ^Erom 
Mr. Tesla's next of kin directing us to release to you any 
information our files may contain concerning him, we shall 
thereafter search our files and advise you accordingly. 

Since we have not conducted a search of our files, 
please do not infer that we do or do not have the information 
you requested. 

Sincerely yours. 



Attoc. Dir. 

D.p. AP A*n. _ 

Dap. AP •»»■ _ 

Ant. D.r. 
Admin. 



C M. Keller 

Clarence M. Xelley 
Director 



c~, s».t.Z 1 ~ Tne Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure 
E»t. AHoi<» _ Attention : Susan M . Hauser 
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Mr. Clarence Kelly 

Director 

F.B-I. 

Washington, DC 



Dear Mr. Kelly: 




Mr. Allen and Mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the 

[in 

American microfilm records of N ^o 



FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding the unavailability of 

lazfesla's unpublished diary 



(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder). 

At the time I discounted the possibility that these unpublished 
discoveries had military significance. But because of experiments 
now under way at Hill AFB, I now suspect such military 
applications exist and feel it imperative that you be notified, 
particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have primary 
access to the entire collection. 

Two photos of each page exist. 

After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and OSS performed 
a cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my 
memory serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly enough 
time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla 
wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as 
difficult to translate as a foreign language. 

According to the museum director (1971), the Soviets had made 
copies of some portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary, 
which numbers 500 pages, 20 that directly pertain to ball 
lightning, and 20 or so relevant to the equipment construction. 
(We copied the most significant portions, but feel more 




engineering magazine), but only with the very recent receip] 
of an unpublished manuscript from John J. O'Neill's book 
(PRODIGAL GENIUS) did I place credence on Tesla's later claim 
to miliary applications. Incidentally, some of O'Neill's * fl '^ V 
descriptions were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have exc eed ed 
Tesl#^s^esults and are familiar with the experiments. At any*^ 
rate, £t\ere jirW three possible military applications. 
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First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed 
his equipment) could be used to destroy aircraft. I have 
talked to AF personnel --such as ^^HiHHIHIi^HlHBP 

who saw one inside his plane in flight--and 
found AF personnel fear these "rf balls," as they call them. 

Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightning, if 
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. 

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion—the fropulsion 
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction, 
by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may 
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics 
that can account for the propulsion (400 uph or so when following 
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may 
exist . 

None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla, 
which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and 
Studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion 
reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing 
waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous 
and involved techniques similar to Project Sangui ne, that 
is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguide (^^H^BB is 
aware of our research) . 



Cordiall 




P.S. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures, 
I am notifying the C.I. A. 



Enclosures: 2 
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Fusion energy: will experiments 
in ball lightning provide the key? 



.* 7 

Mali n^i i ' 



Paul Snigier, Associate Editor 

In the vast and empty hangar 
where the first atonic bomb was 
assembled, a man-made light- 
ning storm is now being un- 
leashed. The voltages of these 
lightning bolts— 20 million 
volts— arc the highest discharge 
voltages ever produced by man. 

Project TjBsIa, headed by 
Robert K. Colka and Dr. Robert 
W. Bass, is an attempt to 
artificially duplicate one of 
nature's rarest and mo*! terrify- 
ing phenomena— ball lightning. 
The experiments arc based upon 
the unpublished notes of Nikola 
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his 
Colorado .Springs laboratory, 
used a secret magnifying trans- 
mitter to produce 1.5-rn. light- 
ning balls that floated for 30 sec. 

The energy surplus 

Many physicists, including the 
eminent Dr. lames Tuck, found- 
er of the U.S. fusion program, 
believe thai the lightning ball 
holds the key to a fantastic. 



cheap and endless energy 
source— fusion power, or the 
energy source used by the stars 
and sun. The fuel is deuterium, 
or heavy water, that can be 
inexpensively extracted from 
ocean water to provide mankind 



Highest voIIjrc continuously oscillating 
damped-wave liphtning generator (ever 
produced by mankind) creates a 
current of 1100A a! 12-5 MV! Subsequent 
improvements raised Ihis to a peak 
current of 2200A at 20 MV. Turlher 
improvements tould conceivably pro- 
duce bolts that exceed natural liehtnini; 
(100 MV)! 
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wiih millions of year;, o*' /. 
' Unfortunately, prog.ss in 
fusion research, which has 
centered on magnetic confinc- 
menl and laser implosions, has 
been fruslratingly slow and full 
of unpleasant surprises; and 
scientists warn that success 
could be as far off as four 
decades! Bui it these promising 
experiments under way Wen- 
dover, UT, arc successful. ..<?w 
_nexpected confinement 
technique could unleash Ihis 
energy source. 

In search of nature's secrets... 

Ball lightning, a glowing 
Sphere of red, orange m yellow 
plasma, often materializes dur- 
ing lightning storms and floats 
about, often against a strong 
wind. The ball may bounce 
along the floor and, on occa- 
sion, the sphere will "slip" 
through glass without breaking 
it. (The author recently investi- 
gated one such case in a 
hospital, in which the lights 
were damaged.) At times it 
materializes inside or even 
outside aircraft in flight, seem- 
ingly impervious to deformation 
from the wind force. 



Witnesses of ball lightnii 
have included such notables as 
Niels Bohr and Victor Wciss- 
kopf, the Director of the MIT 
Physics Department. Another 
witness was Secretary of State 
Dean Achcson, who reported 
seeing it cross the breakfast 
table aboard the presidential 
plane. 

The accidental formation of 
ball lightning has been observed 
about once per year for the past 
decade inside building 905 at Hill 
AF Missile Radiographic Facility, 
UT. The volleyball-size fireballs 
drop out of the space adjacent to 
the high voltage supply of the 25 
Mev linear accelerator. 

The ball of blue fire floats 
down to the floor, rolls around 
randomly and then rises again to 
the power-supply area where it 
dissipates without detectable 
damage. Despite troubleshoot- 
ing, no explanation can be 
found for this occurrence. 

On one occasion, lightning 
struck the building— a large 
concrete structure with a 60-tt. 
ceiling inside — and, simultane- 
ously, an intense sphere of firt 
the size of a tennis ball formed 
above the conduit on the wall at 



1 i. ,ly shoulder level. It moved 
along the wall for a distance in 
some 30 ft., floated out ami » 
around the neck and shoulders (. 
of a person standing near the 
wall, moved back to the wall and 
continued along for several fort 
until it intercepted a duple * 
outlet on the conduit. At this th ■ 
ball exploded, causing elec- 
trical damage throughout. f 

A new state of matter? 

No presently known laws of 
physics can account for the 
stability and bouncing of fire- 
balls unless it incTudes surface 
tension. This hitherto unob- 
served sla:e of matter is a new 
concept, since plasmas have 
never previously exhibited such 
strong surface tension. Also, 
presently known taws cannot 
account for the propulsion. 

Projecl Tesla has developed a 
rigorous mathematical model of 
the lightning ball's absolute, 
asymptotic, flutd-dynamica! sta- 
bility. Initial computer studies 
indicated a density range of 
10 n -10" cm"- 1 , with a tempera- 
' 10'-10* U K— or 
seven times hotU. ...e 
sun! a 



Chapter M '■ < flUf^fKt/ ^ 

TE r ~1 TRIES TO PREVENT WdftED iR II. . ^ * 

. V«hon Toa3a was talking as a sciontist n'e v/as opposed to sc*-e 
war3 on moral, economic and all practical and theoretical grounds.^ chiro. 
But, like most scientists, when ho stopped thinking as a scientist, te 
and let his emotions rule his thoughts, he found exceptions in 
•which he felt somo wars and situations were justifiable. As a c'*'*-s.,^* 
ccientist he was unwilling to have the discoveries of scientists '-a^ * 
applied to the pruposes of v.ar "makers, hut when the emotional phase 
of his nature took the ruling position he v ms then willing to apply ***r*t 
his geniusto devising measures that would prevent wars by supplying J + t I 
protective devices. w^. 

- c. J 

This attitude is exemplified in the following statement 
which ho prepared in the twenties but did not publish: «{-'rr Qt !\ f 

B At present many of the ablest minds are trying to devise 
expedients for preventing a repetition of the awful conflict v:hich is 
only theoretically ended and the duration and main issues of which I 
correctly predicted in an article printed in the Sun of December 20, 
1914, The League 13 not a remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinion 
of a number of competent men, may bring about results. just the oppo- 
site. It is particularly regrettable that a punitive policy was 
adoptod In framing the terms of peace because a few years hence it 
will be possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or guns, 
by weapons far more terrible, to the destructive action and rango of 
which there Is virtually no limit. Any pity at any distance v.-hat so- 
ever from the onerny can be destroyed by hiu and no power on earth can 
stop him from doing so. If we want to avert an impending calamity and 
a state of thinga which may transorm this glooe J nto an inferno, v;c 
should push the development 0/ flying machines and wireless transmission 
of . energy without an instant % x delay and with all the power and re- 
sources of the nation." 

Tesla saw preventative possibilities in his new Invention 
which embodied "death ray" characteristics and which was made several 
years after the foregoing statement was written. Be saw lt-providing 
a' curtain of protection which any country, no matter how small, could 
use as a protection against invasion. *»hile he might offer it as a 
defensive weapon,, however, there would be nothing to stop military 
men from using It as a weapon of offense. 

While I did not know the nature of Tesla* s plan I was con- 
vinced that It did embody many discoveries that would be of 6o:nner- 
cial value, and these were the angles he should seek to develop. I 
folt tht-t if he could be induced to develop some minor phase o*f his 
work that would have immediate commercial use he could derive an In- 
come from it which would enable him .to. proceed with his more elaborate 
plans. To this end I sought to gain some insight Into his thoughts, 
that would enable me to get a practical plan in operation. This was 
no secret -.to Tesla and he successfully parried every thrust I .made. 

The clearest conception I got, and that was largely from 
scattered remarks, ana by making deductions from thom, concerned a 
possible manner in which one phase of his curtain of protection 
might operate. This was a "war" angle and as such^t/dld not interest 



mo,, but' since it inv^ved "lightning balls," or "firo balls," I was 
very curious, Fii .Ho had always fasclna „ o, and I had read 
everything I could \J.uy my hands on about them. ■ 

A fire ball is a strange phenomenon associated with light- 
.ning. £>omo of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to become 
locked into a ball shaped structure which may be of any size from a 
couplo of inches to a foot in diameter. It looks like a perfect 
sphere, brightly incandescent and floats like a bubble, being easily 
carried by air currents. They may last for a short time, from a 
fraction oi a' second to many seconds. In this interval, during 
which thoy stay fairly close to the ground, they may coma close to 
many objects without damaging them or being damaged by them. Sud- 
denly, for no kno.vn reason, the ball explodes doing as much damage 
as a bomb, if close to structures, and no damage if in the open. 

The fire ball looked to me like a gigantically enlarged 
model of the tiny electron, one of the building blocks of matter, 
which acts as if it v;ere just a cpberical area of space in which an 
amount of energy was crystallized to .give it structure. I .felt that 
"if it were - possible to discover how -a -'large amount -of energy was ' 
stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire ball a new insight 
might be gained into the structure of the electron and other funda- 
mental particles of matter* Also this method of storing energy 
could bo applied to a thousand useful purposes* 

Y/hen I approached Tesla with pleas along this line to de- 
velop this possible phase of his discovery he would evade direct ro- 
ply by indulging in a, riot always, tolerant lecture on my gullability 
in believing theories about the complex structure of the atom. IThilc 
he had in earlier years discussed sons of his experiences with fire 
balls in his laboratory at Colorado Springs and explE^ned uis theory 
of their formation, he would not in the later years permit himaelX 
to be drawn into a discussion of them a3 a possible part of his sys- 
tem. This, of course, made me suspicious that the clue was "hot" but 
I could bo completely wrong in my conclusions. Tesla was very quick 
in detecting my technique tvhen I sought to narrow down a field by 
trying to get him to deny statements when', he was adamant to direct 
questions. 

Tesla became familiar 'with the destructive characteristics 
of fire balls in his experiments at Colorado Springs in 1893* Ho 
produced them quite by accident and saw them, - more " than once, explode 
and shatter his tall mast and also destroy apparatus within his 
laboratory. The destructive action accompanying the disintegration 
of a fire ball, he declared, take3 place with inconceivabel violence. 

'He studied the process by which- they were produced, not 
because he wanted to produce tbem but in oraor to eliminate the con- 
ditions in which they were created. It is not pleasant, be relatod, 
to have a fire ball explcde in your vicinity for they will destroy 
anything they come in contact with. 

It will bo necessary to reconstruct his statements from 
very fragmentary notes and a long distance uemory. 



"Parasite 03cillat 3, or circuits, within tl main cir- 
cuit wor-o a -source n uanger from this, cause, t^xnts of resistance 
in tho main circuit, could result in minor oscillating circuits be- 
tween terminals or between two polnts-oi resistance and these minor 
circuits would have a very much higher period of oscillation than 
the main circuit and could be set into oscillation by the main cur- 
rent of lower frequency. 

"Even when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted 
for the greatest efficiency of operation by the dimination of all 
sources of losses the lire balls continued :o occur but these were 
due to stray high frequency charges from random earth currents, 

"From these experiences it became apparent that the fire 
balls resulted from the interaction of two frequencies, a stray 
higher frequency wave imposed on the lower frequency free oscilla- 
tion or tho main circuit. 

n As the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from 
the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through 
various rates of change. ■ In a current of shorter wavelength the 
rates of change will be steeper. When the tv/o currents react on 
each other the resultant complex will contain a wave in which there 
is an extremely steep rate of change, and for the briefest instant 
currents may move at a tremendous rate, at the rate of millions of 
horsepev/er. 

"This condition acts as a trigger which may cause' the total 
energy of the powerful longer v/ave to be discharged in an infinitos- 
mally small 'interval of time and at a proportionately tremendously 
great rate of energy movement which cannot confine itself to the 
metal: circuit and is released into surrounding space with incon- 
ceivable violence." 

It is but a step, from learning how a high frequency cur- 
rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using 
the principle to design a system in which these explosions can be 
produced by intent. The following process appears a possible one 
but no ©viaence is available that it is tho one 1'esla evolved: 
An oscillator, such as he used to send power wirelessly around the 
eerth at Colorado Springs, is eet in operation at a frequency to which 
a given warship is resonant. The' complex structure of a ship would 
provide a great number of spots in which electrical oscillations will 
be set up of a much higher frequency than those coursing through the 
ship a3 a whole. Tnese par^siste_ currents will react on the main 
current causing the production of fireballs wnich by their explosions 
will destroy the ship, even more effectively than the explosion of tho 
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be .used 
to transmit the shorter wavelength current. 

Somewhat later I learned the reason for Tesla's reticence 
to discuss -details. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re- 
placed Neville Chamber lin as Prime Minister of Great Britain. 

Tesla revealed that he had carried on negotiations with 
Prime Lliniater Chamberlin for tho sale of his ray system to Great 
Britain for $30,000,000 on the basis of his presentation thot the 
device would provide complete protection for the British Isles 
against any enemy approaching by sea or air, and would provide an 



offensive wo upon to • Mch thero v/ur no defence < Jfcio was convincod, * . 
ho dec>:<rcc*, of t) .ncci'jty of Chamber'' *i nd bis intent to 
adopt -the dcvlco u It would have prevented e outbreak of the 
tfcom threatening war, and would have made possible the continuat lon- 
undor tho duress which this weapon would make possible - of the 
working agreement involving France, Germany end Britain to maintain 
the statue quo in Europe . iYhon Chainberlln failed, at the ISunich 
conference, to retain this state of fcuropean equilibrium it was 
necessary to get rid of Chamberlin end install a new Pr5:r.e Minister 
who could nake tho effort to shift one corner of the triangle from 
Germany to Russia. Baldwin found no virt - d in Tccla's plan and 
preempt or ially ended the negotiations. 

Tesla was greatly disappointed by the collapse of his ne- 
gotiations with the British Government, With it there collapsed hia 
hopes of providing a demonstration of his most recent, and, what he 
considered, his most important discoveries* Ko did not, however, 
dwoll on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not men- 
tion the matter again. Be did not get another chance to flnanco the 
demonstration of these discoveries* 

During the period in which the negotiations were being 
carried on, Tesla declared, efforts had been made to steal the in- 
vention. His room had been entered and his papers examlnod but the 
thioves, or spies, left empty handed. There vras no danger, he said, 
that his invention could .be stolen for he had at no .time committed 
any part of It to paper. He could trust his memory to preserve every 
fine detail of his investigations, This'wa3 true, he said, of all 
ol his later major discoveries* 

The nature of his system r'-kes little difference now; be 
has gone and. has taken It with him. Perhaps, if there is any com- 
munication from beyond the veil that separates this life from what- 
ever exists hereafter, Tesla may look down upon earth 1 s struggling 
mortals and find some way of dropping a hint concerning what he 
accomplished; but, if ths situation is such that this cannot take 
place, then we must await until tho human race produces another 
Teala. 
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Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with 
enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to 
furnish us this information, and your interest and 

courtesy are indeed appreciated. 



MAILED 6 



APR 3 01976 



FBI 



Sincerely yours, 
C. M. Kelley 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 



NOTE: Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with 
last outgoing 6-27-73, in reply to his request concerning 
papers of -Dr. Nikola ?esla» Dr. Tesla was a world-famous 
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943, 
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous 
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands 

*d!" 'ad A^T The book ' "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that 
d. p . ad h». Jthe FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating 

wo.,,: property. Bufiles indicated the Office of Alien Property of 
— — the Department of Justice did so. Bufile 100-2237-23. 
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To ensure proper handling please return all 
correspondence TO THE ATTENTION OF: 



Assoc. Dir. 

Dtp. AD Adm. 
J Dep. AD Inv. . 
Asst. Dir.: 
Adm. Sarv. .J 
Ext. Affair,^ 
Fin. & Per«. _ 

<*«n. Inv. 

• dent. 



'nspection 
Irttell. 



J Laboratory 

L«g 0 | Coun. 

| p 'on. & Eval. _ 
j Mgnf. 

| S P«c. Inv. 

I ^""ainifig 

| Telephone R m . 

Director S«c'y 

p Bl/DOJ 




Respectfully referred to: 




FBI 



Please respond to the attached inquiry in 
duplicate ant return the enclosure. Thank 
you ^or your coopcrat ion. 
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Honorable ^ 

United spates Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20S1© 

Dear Senator 

This will respond to 
enclosing the lot tar of 




of Jtne Uth 




Anec. D 
Dap. AO Ad».__ 

D*b- AD liw 

Ant. Dir.: 

Adm. S»" 

£«t. Affoir. __ 

Fin. 4 P..1. 

C»n. Inv 

Idem. 

ln«p»t!io* 

lnt.ll 

Laboratory — 
Lagal Coun 

Plon, & E'll 

B»c. Mor.1 

Sp-t. I"» 

Troining 

T*l«phon« Hm- 

Di'«eto- S.c', 



The of foots of Dr. XlXole Toole were impounded, after 
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department 
of Justice ana not by the TBI. tinea we did not participate 
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongloee, X so enable to 
furnish the information yoa desire. 

A copy of your oomual cation and of this reply are 
he in? referred to the Department of Justice and the enclosure 

to your eomunication is being returned as requested - 

Sincerely yours, 

C M. Kaffey 

Clarence K. Xelley 
Director 

Enclosure 

1 - Assistant Attorney General - Enclosure* (2) 

Civil Division 
1 - Milwaukee - Enclosures (2) 

1 - Office of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures (2) 
NOTE; This response is consistent with past responses to 
inquiries of a similar nature. Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that the Office of Alien Property took possession of 
Dr. Tesla 's papers following his death. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, 

Memorandum 



-UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. Bresson 




FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT DISCLOSURE 
REGARDING DR. NIKOLA -"TESLA 



PURPOSE: 



date: 2/25/80 



A»»oc. On. . 

Otp AO Aim. __ 

On ad 

An) On. 

Aim S«'»f 

Cum lm». 

>d*i>l. 

Uull _ 

Lebo<olory 

L«f al Can*. . 

Plan A Intp 

R«c.J*9nt 

Trek S*'*» 

Tcoinm) 

P-bl.c Atii. OW. „ 

Tet*pke«« R*. 

D"««1«i't J»«'y 



To reduce time spent on handling of requests for 
information on captioned subject and to promote uniformity 
of disclosure. 



DETAILS: 



A search of FBIHQ central records indices reflects 
that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the subject of Bufile 
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inquiry- 
type correspondence. For purposes of FOIA releases, copies 
of this material have not been made and requesters have been 
so advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file 
totalling 29 pages, however, has been processed for disclosure. 
Numerous requesters have sought information relating to 
Dr. Tesla under the FOIA. Therefore, it is recommended that 
the disclosure documents maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be 
considered the preprocessed release appropriate for responses 
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for 
information on this subject. 



RECOMMENDATION: 




That the^Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch, 
Records Management Division, add captioned case to their 
list of preprocessed cases and fcan^e any future requests 
for such information. f0O-*eL 



100-2237^^ 



/ 





271980 




Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



August $, l»?e 






Xour recent letter requesting information concerning 

Dr. ^iVftiyT^Mia has been received. 

the effects of Dr. Tesla were impounded, after his 

death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. We have no preprinted Material 

available for public distribution regarding Dr. Tesla. Hcv- 
ever, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 
(Title 5 # United States Code, Section 552), requests have been 
»ade in the past regarding your topic and there nay be docu- 
ments available to you under Title 28— Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

Zf you are Interested in seeking such documents 
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a 
separate inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and letter as a 
Freedom of Information Act request, and direct It to the 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 9th Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20535. Zn the 
letter you must request documents regarding the specific topic 
Interest to you. pgj, 




Sincerely yours 



William L. Bailey 
Assistant Director 



2 AUG 7 1979 



D«P- AD kirn. 
Dap. AD Inv. _ 

Aut, Dir.: 

Ada. S»f¥> 

C'im. Inv. 
Ident. 



Enclosure 



Room 6958 
(This corres 
quiry.) 



pondence response iaay engender 



a future FOIA in- 



ii.t.ii — NOTE: Based upon available ( infonr ( at,ion, 'correspondent is not 
identifiable in Euf iles . L" '■ I !.. • ' '■ ■ 
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TO BLDG , ROOK 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
INTERNAL ROUTIHtf ACTION SLIP 



NAME 7ITU -ORGANIZATION 



-Ei, | "14? Mr. Colweli 

JEH j 7110 Mr. Boyntor. 
JEH j 7110 Mr. Mocre 



BLDG ROOM 



NAME 'TIT[i jAfciZr ON 



235 

215 



JEH 


5829 Mr. Bailey/Rogers 


JEH 


5829 Mr. 0' Brien/LoBB 




I 



blSCL&s-. rl set" 

JEH 6995 Mr. Biesso-/;." s . 

JEH 6994 fir. Lew. s/Sorrs r. h> - 



314 

31 < 



JEH 6927 bilEF, UNIT A/Secretary 314 
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□ RECOMMENDATION/COMMENT 

□ SEE REMARKSON REVERSE 

□ MAKE COPIES (NO. ) 

□ RETURN (BY 



□ LOG 

□ FILE 

□ SEE ME 

□ CALL ME 



D NECESSARY ACTION 

D COORDINATE 

□ PER INQUIRY 

□ INFORMATION 




FROM Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts Brai 
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,t - THE UNDERSECRETARY OF DEI 

WASHINGTON. D C 20301 

FEDERAL GOVKKlfliOTf 



SE 



9 FEB 1981 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of Nicola Tesla (U) 



(U) We understand that the FBI may have possession of«a number of papers 
found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. Ni£o1 ^Tesla was a brilliant 
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a pioneer in various 
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena. 

(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles 
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the 
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his papers. 

(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers, 
we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing 
the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the 
point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or 695-741 7^ 

Allan J. MacLaren 

LtColonel, USAF 

Mil itary Assistant 

fP* 1 « . »J$.toLta£PC and Space Systems 
AU/ IN FORMATION CONTAmOr v 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^^^^m blC 

DATEj£i^ii-BY_2£22^^^P ' 




Loir _/f LL I"?0?.:-!AX</l 

Classifed by: DUSDRE/S&SS 
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lu. Cel. /-.I--" -V''- 



fctr*t<t^ic ar.~ Space Systems 
Office of the VnJer secretary 

of Defer.*:; 
tiaskinrton, 3. C 20301 



Dear Colonel KtcLurtn 
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t -T T-'--—.\:i01-I CONTAINS* 

Your perjorartour, cf Fe^r tiara 9 r«Qj«stlnc? access to 
tht scientific papers of Dr. Ml Lola ^Tesl* which night be ir. 
oar files has been re-crrcd to -y office fcr reply. 

A prelir irary review of cur file* indicates that the 
r^: die not participate ir. the hardline ct f»r. Teal£*s frelon;- 
i;...s fcllowir-c hie death is Uev Fori. City in January, 1943. 

;.is i>a;^rc were cxar-in^j by representatives cf the riffle* 
cC Alien Property, the wavy Departfter.t an' the Office of 
Scientific Kesearch ant; Development. In February, 194, 
p*;>crs a^-arently were relet S9£ to rir. -avvi Kosaw 
;>r. '^call's nephew axe the a~Kiniatrat©r of his eata| 
::r. "c-i>; ovic'y a •-•rf.es «t thrt M <■ xscz II . Cer 
w.c:.:.^, r . .-v vox , t v* Vor ;_ - - 

ccvl:*?.c cu'-ren c.:r iivi^s is sa:ie to 

dttor ine if we nave ar.y information that rvirht bo uaeftil 
to you. Ye: will Lx* r.otifio:": cf the rc« iltD of this soarch 
at wis*:, earliest possible ilate_. ^'^^/OO ~* -?^_^J/* 

Sincerely , " 11 *=~-^~ 
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12 1981 



Ro^er T. Your. 7 
Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional 
ana Public Affairs 
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Im< AD LCI 

Atlt. Dir.: 

AJ«. S«m. 
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:acLirc*n 



u'licL the. Onuer Secretar y 
i.\i«;:iri7ton, D. C. 30301 
Dc^r Colonel Richer en; 



Federal 



GOVERNMSfl 



all ireriw.Tiow contained \ 

II^fiEJ:; IS UNCLASSIFIED 



>* oaz retrievable fil«i* concur:; - 



A ccuilete A«;^rch ol oaz re 
in 3 ^r. E iiKolfc^cHl^ shotfa that all i.>tes in- Mtaricl in hij 
i* -*cJi-»te i-w3aC£*io:; *t the ti . c o; hiz Icjit'-; on January 7, 1 
W'^rc ^liCw in t'u* cu&to-:./ the Mlcr. rcorvcrty CustG-iir. 
u.':Ici seal l-\> the Ji'iU-: :,L-M*f Gcv. B r.v-',r,t, Those xateri-ls 
hav. iicvur been iz. the car*, or cu^tx>3v of the 




In« AD U*. _ 
AD Ui. 
Imc AD IES _ 

Attt. Oil.: 
Aim. Strvi. _ 

C««. Uv. 

lint 

Imitl 



Laboratory _ 

L*gel Coon. 
Plan. & Imp 
Rm. Mont. _ 

Ttlk. S«r»t. 
Trailing 



P.bl.c Ath. Oil. 
Tolookon* Rm _ 

Director') %tc'j 



*V ; JhWJiry 2C ? 27, re h-rsl authorities .ii *.e 

t>orw>u;'i review th? effect? o* T-r. ?c:-la t«"> Jjtcr:..i T "» 

LC.'cz ui..iiriu. »~1 v;.l.:^ i :- t..- Vr.it; .: i'-tatcs w-r «:1 • ^rt 
coal:! *>£.• itsunc. Lis e£fc-cta ^rs examine 1 at the r!;4r.hattan 
■ aro lOUwO *n .i Sti,ra-;t- C j at 52n-2 -r. l 7th Ava^u^, !itsv Vor>., 

h--» vorh, whero they ar-F'T^tly were taker, after hie c^-t!i. lur 
tici^win- 1,! t:*i& Ci;a ^ir»a.tio:i were rt;rci : ntativ^f fro--: the 



York 



hashing tc.i Officii* of the Klier. Property CuttoJiin, the 




^"fico of Scientific iicsetrch ac* Development at the K«3*a- 
chusetts Institute- of Tcchnjlc'.y, the Office of hevul Intel- 
limine**, an J t'site i St-ite:* haval Ke.io^rjh. Vh ? r^I dM not 
ir. this suia-inaticn. (65-47953 section 1) 



l^-rticijx*t 



It wee the cor.si-lere- opinion oi" a S7chsc ^an of those 
GAAaiA^tr3 " that there exist, aivr.-.j Dr> Tecla's papers aoJ po« ses- 
sions no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unreveald 
methods or devices, or actual apparatus vhtch could hi? o r 
'significant value to this country or which voul-i constitute a 
hasarci in unfriendly hania." There was thought to be no 
technical or military reason why further custody of the property 
should bt tctaincl. Ho*yever« our files indicate that certain 
papers, rtJiitii vare reorder! ag typical of KihoXa Tesla's writing^ . 
thought.-, ir. the ; crio" of 1021 ^ ^4 2, vsr:- ^o:. cvj ' f or /) f 

^ itorxipvluT ■■rfcpq;: to t;u. •:f:ric-:^.'' the Alicc^oTW%-?7' "^Tp 

c^i (65-47953 section 1) V qq ^ / ~0 




v-3a 

BE 



DE-ll* 



MAR 25 103! 





. Col- 4. J, AiacLaran 



A m&Mo dated October 17, 1945", f 
Office said that at that time Dr, fesle 's effect* r«*ai.ry*j 
at th c jwanhaLtan 5tor«<}« warahw&c in some 75 packing botes 
and trunk* afldot: seal the tfew York 0«P«rtfevnt of Tsyation- 
Tha rental for this storagre, approximately fl5 per aaritb, 
wts being paid by Charlotte Kviiar. 134 -aet €3r<3 Street, 
Kcv Tory, rev York,, vho vai listod aa an agent far Siva Xosanovish, 
Dr. Tola' 3 nephew ar^ a£»! niatrator of his estate. (65-47953-14) 




to ■■■^■■^^^^ that 

KEi ha--! no jurisdiction over Tosle's effects, a a*, they varc 
referred to the Office of the Mien Property Custodian. Bureau 



filos Co not 
belongings. 



indicate whether 

(65-47953-15) 



the ftfin evar exanlnc* ?esla*s 




The Tesla effects re*na i n«J In rcOnf 'J aii 5L of the 
Manhattan Storage Ccrr-pany. In the 1950s, m Ag&nts were told by 
company manag&ment that the only recorded v isit had beta mad<x 

by "Federal authorities* in January, 1943. 

►rocalle ! that the ha ! taXen Bus^roua pr.o^ 

fcTs ioBcription of the «'jui?nont o»c3 would tea J to ahow that 
a aicrofil^ reproduction was t-adc of the papers of the deceased. 
(65-47953-27) 

Our files do not reflect any pertinent information 
or. the Tcsla raster 1*1 a since that date. Their current whereabouts 
or condition are not re fleet* J in our files. 



Tor further information re7arding this feat tar, yoa cay 
irish to contact the Oifiae of the Allen Property Custodlsn and 
thu other Federal agencies mentioned above. 



I hope that vo have been of a sr. 1 stance to yoa. 

Sincere 




Assistant director in Charge 
wfiMd- of Ccr.-rrrrssional 



Lt, COl. A, J * HnCl*r9n 



yore." 0r» February $, Cel. Mac Lara* wrote to us inquiring 

about the scientific papers of Dr. piK-Ol? T«Sl$- In 3 xettfr^ 
letter of ilexah 9, ve itifora&U hi* that * thorough rev to* of 
our files voul5 be **4e lc ■•atcIi of the information fee requested. 
?hi- vas done enJ he i* bain.; inform? 3 of the results. Testa's 
pxperts hava been the: «ab3cet of mmerous in^ruiriee by ▼axioua 
individuals anJ ©r-jarilxatiaivs sinoe bis JJcath. Ttl receive?- 
over 20 r0IA requeita «n thie natter darin* the period 1973- 
19BC. better coordinates vith roiA section, R*o. 
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OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 



WASHINGTON. D C. 20301 



RESEARCH AND 
ENGINEERING 



1 APR 1981 



FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 



Mr. Roger S. Young 

Assistant Director in Charge 

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Young, 




Thank you very much for your letters of March 10 and March 20, 1981," in 

a 

response to our request re Dr.Tesla.. We very much appreciate the effort 
that must have gone illLU Lilly. 1 On behalf of the Deputy Under Secretary 
(Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zeiberg, I would like to thank 
you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data. 

Sincerely, 



/T t -nWr^ION CHAINED \ 




Allan J-AMacLaren 

"CoToner, TTSAT 

Military Assistant 
■ Strategtc-antr-Space" Systems 



'Ver'DapJdkv MfaL 3/29/93 

With fA/&/ost/r es I aM Z 
ALL Daj) iijJc xa, an 

V/f/f3 KM 



0O ~3.ffl?~~'^s/ 
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ALWNFORMATION CGNTAINEQ 
HER EIN \% ^NCLAS SIflEP 

WA M>. 3ft jt* 





Director of the FBI 

Washington, D.C. ^.-rr: r .. r -.- ^ 

Dear Sir: 



While attending college, I came across, an article about the 
electrical genius, Nicolai Tesla . "T^r. Tesla was an electrical 

genius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE . Tesla 

designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce 
alternating current to the people. The article, written in an 
underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also 
worked with electromagnetic waves and supposedly built a plant 
that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth's 
atmosphere sufficiently enough to use them as a source of elec- 
tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and 
lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag- 
netism via radio waves . This method is presently being used in 
electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the- 
FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives. 
Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock 
out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy 
and their contributions to the economy (money for research and 
employment) . All I want to know is if there is any truth to 
this story and if so what was the FBI's reasons and when are the 
archives opened again so that Tesla' s work could come to light 
again. Now bear in mind that this man was an/electrical genius 



and even had a unit of electrical measure n&med af term xtr & f 




22 

he did figure out k way to utilize the earth's electromagnetic 

. I' X ^ 7 AUG 1.1 !98; 

waves then I believe that we are ready to gradually phas e out A 

our dependence on oil, ease the volatile tension in the Middle 

East and put all that money presently going to the Arabs into 



space research, joint international research and deep-sea 
research to help solve our population problem. I am talking 
about huge sums of money being released that could speed up 
the experts present projected times of producing significant 
gains in these still relatively new fields. 

You could at least take the time to check out what I am 
saying and judge for yourself whether or not the archives 
should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure 
heading. 



Sincerely , 




i 



/ 



August 7, 1981 



HEfililN 13 UNCLASSIFIED'" -V 





Judge Webster has referred your letter of July 21st 
to mm for * reply. A check of our files indicat e s Dr. Nikola 
Tesla's effects vara impounded aftar his death by tha Office 
of Allan Proparty of tha Department of Juetloe and not by 
the FBI. tfhlle your interest la indeed appreciated, tha FBI 
Is unable to ansver your questions as wt did not participate 
in the handling or have anything to do with tha storage of 
Dr. Tosla's belongings. 



To ba 
oopy of this 



helpful aa possible, I aa forw a rding a 
to tha Department of Jaetioe. 




Hoger 8. Young rr 
Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 



L - Acting Jttsistan^ttOCTw^neral 
Civil Division 



losure S 



NOTE: 



is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. S^esla 



— i died on 1/7/43 and we have receive^ correspondence 
_Y ; regarding his belongings whierxJWe're dsipounded by the Office 
' of Alien Property of the Department of Justice. 
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FD-36 (R«v 6- 26-82) 



TRANSMIT VIA: 
□ Teletype 

S Xfflfflf 



FBI ■ 

PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 




TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: INTD, SUPERVISOR 



FROM: j-j SA£< CINCINNATI 
IIKOLA TESLA 





CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UN C LAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 
Date 8/18/8^ 



entirety. 



This communicatien is classified "SeAret" in its 



Re telephone c 
Division, to Supervisor 




\ Cincinnati 
IHQ, on 8/11/83. 



Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one copy 
each of pertinent pages from the 1981 book titled "Tesla: 
Man Out of Time" by Margaret Cheney, with important passages 
underlined. 

For information of Bureau and New Y< 



ax so at wrAFU, nave Dotn been in contact with SA 
at the Dayton, Ohio RA regarding possible FBI 



SECRET 



^"TyBureau x _ 

- New York (Enc. 1) 
v r N 2- Cincinnati 
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